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ABSTRACT
The teachers’ institute movement in the State of 
Louisiana was developed to promote the free school concept 
and to provide in-service training for teachers.
Teachers’ institutes in the State of Louisiana were 
started in New Orleans during Hay, 1870. Their influence 
in stimulating the people toward accepting public educa­
tion progressed slowly because institutes were loosely 
organized. By 1885, the importance of the institutes in 
developing public sentiment and upgrading teacher training 
was recognized. The State Legislature placed on the newly- 
created State Normal School located at Natchitoches the 
responsibility of organizing and conducting the teachers' 
institutes.
Institutes were organized by the president and faculty 
of the State Normal School and were held regularly until 
1904. During this period, local institutes were organized 
throughout the State to secure the active support of the 
people for better schools. School improvements were a result 
of the people's willingness to tax themselves for the support
vii
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of a better educational program.
In 1904, the State Legislature shifted the responsi­
bility of teachers' institutes to the State Department of 
Education in Baton Rouge. The leadership was assigned to 
the newly-created office of the State Institute Conductor 
by the Legislature. J. E. Keeny was the first full-time 
State Institute Conductor under the State Department of 
Education. He was followed by a number of outstanding 
leaders in education who also served as full-time State 
Institute Conductors. They vigorously directed state insti­
tutes until 1914. Everything possible was done in insti­
tutes to convince people that free public schools were a 
necessity for their children and for their community. The 
day sessions were devoted largely to lectures and demonstra­
tions and the improvement of teaching methods. Night 
institute meetings usually consisted of musical programs 
and speeches by influential persons who were in favor of 
free public education.
By 1914, Parish Superintendents of Public Education 
had become professionally-trained people and were qualified 
to conduct parish institutes. State Institutions of Higher 
Learning were in position to conduct summer normal institutes.
viii
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The work of these institutes was of inestimable 
value in upgrading teacher training. Centrally located 
institutes made it possible for teachers to improve academ­
ically and professionally with a minimum of time and finan­
cial burden. The institutes stimulated some teachers to 
achieve higher education and made prospective teachers 
conscious of what good educational practices were. Through 
institutes, teachers were instilled with the philosophy that 
free public schools were a necessity and that teachers were 
a vital part of the free public school movement.
As the free public school concept developed through 
institutes, more and better teachers were available. In- 
service training for teachers became so firmly established 
through the institute movement that the same ideas used in 
institutes were used in extension services, workshops, 
summer schools, conventions, and conferences. These agencies 
were a result of public influence which basically stemmed 
from the concentrated effort made at early one-day teachers' 
institutes under the guidance and initiative of Louisiana 
State Normal School's faculty and other educational leaders 
of the State.
ix




Teacher education in America can be traced to Europe 
and especially to England, France, and Germany.^ Each of 
these countries had a profound influence on the educational 
thought and pattern of teacher education in the United 
States. The passage of time, the action of certain environ­
mental factors, and the operations of many agencies in 
America caused the decline of the European influence upon 
teacher preparation. Significant among the agencies that 
caused the decline was the teachers' institute movement.
According to Ross,
Teachers' Institutes are intimately connected 
with the struggle in the United States for estab­
lishing the public schools on an adequate basis 
through improvement of the training of teachers 
by the founding of normal schools, the creation
^Samuel P. Bates, Methods of Teachers' Institutes 
and the Theory of Education (New York: A. S. Barnes and 
Burr, 1862), p. 7.
1
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of the County Superintendency, and through this 
office supervision and the moulding of a healthy 
sentiment for free schools.^
The influence of the early institutes, particularly 
in the northern and the eastern states, has been discussed 
in several studies.^
A cursory survey of the educational history of 
Louisiana has indicated that the teachers' institute move­
ment was a significant one in raising both the educational 
and professional standards of the teaching corps. Further, 
the institutes stimulated public opinion favorable to 
public education in Louisiana.^ The purpose of this study 
is to trace the origin and development of teachers' insti­
tutes in Louisiana, beginning in 1870. Before attempting 
to achieve this purpose, it might be well to examine the 
work of some of the early educational leaders in advancing 
the institutes prior to the development of the movement in 
Louis iana.
^Carmon Ross, "The Status of County Teachers' Insti­
tutes in Pennsylvania” (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1922), p. 1.
^E. A. Hunt, "How the Various States Conduct Insti­
tutes," Nation's Schools, VII (June, 1931), pp. 69-90.
^Edwin W. Fay, History of Education in Louisiana 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1898), pp. 111-17.
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There are many theories as to the origin of teachers' 
institutes. Some educators have cited evidence that insti­
tutes began with volunteer teachers' associations.^ others 
believe that a gradual evolution of the teacher training
fiprograms in Europe caused institutes to emerge.
It may be granted that European influences were 
firmly established as a part of the American educational 
pattern, but it is also true that the American colonists 
gradually embarked upon a movement toward free schools.
This conception of free education in America caused new 
factors to emerge. These factors involved (1) public 
schools, controlled and supervised by the State, (2) teach­
er education supported by taxes, and (3) standards for a 
professional teaching corps.
Joseph Lancaster, James G. Carter, Horace Mann, and 
Henry Barnard were some of the early educational leaders 
who stimulated an interest in free education and helped to 
establish the concept of taxation for educational purposes 
in America, including institutes and classes especially for
^Ross, o £ .  cit., p. 3.
^’’Reminiscences of an Old Teacher,” The New England 
Journal of Education, III (March, 1830), p. 243.
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the training of teachers.^ In 1808 Joseph Lancaster 
developed an effective and economical plan to educate needy 
children.®
Henry Barnard has been given credit, according to
Knight, for advocating teachers* classes of the institute 
9nature in 1839. He attempted to get legislative aid for 
institute work but was unsuccessful. Barnard organized an 
institute as an experiment in 1839 using twenty-six young 
men. Some of these men were experienced teachers. In 1840 
the experiment was repeated with women as the participants. 
These experimental institutes were held for six weeks and 
were financed by Barnard and his friends. Henry Barnard 
thought that the improvement of teacher training could be 
expedited through teachers’ institutes.^ His suggestion 
for training teachers at "institutes" created much public 
interest in a new type of educational agency which broadened
7r o s s , op. cit., p. 2.
SEilwood P. Cubberley, Public Education in the United 
States (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1934X7 P» 135.
^Edgar W. Knight, Education in the United States 
(Boston: Ginn and Company, 1935), pp. 166-67.
lOCubberley, op. cit., p. 228.
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its scope to serve the public.
Teachers' institutes have been defined as
. . . meetings of teachers and patrons assembled 
to discuss free public education under State 
authority, academic preparation of teachers with 
State funds, and proper standards for a profes­
sional teaching corps.H
Early institutes extended their programs to include musical
and literary entertainment especially designed to interest
patrons of the community in which the institute was held.12
These programs, held in the evenings, made it possible for
institutes to serve as public relations organizations for
promoting educational activities.
Originally institutes were of a voluntary nature and 
were conducted when schools were not in session, but, as the 
movement gained in popularity, some of the meetings were 
held on school time and teachers received compensation for 
attending t h e m .
^Robert M. Lusher and William 0. Rogers (eds.), 
“Teachers' Institutes," The Louisiana Journal of Education, 
III (January, 1882), p; 280.
12j. v. Calhoun, Biennial Report of the State Super­
intendent of Public Education, 1902-1903 (Baton Rouge: The
Advocate, 1904), p. 147.
13w. C. Ruedieger, "The Spirit of the Teaching 
Corps," School and Societyj VII (January, 1918), p. 95.
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Institutes varied in length and type of programs 
according to needs and finances. Some institutes were in 
session from one to five days while others extended over a 
period of four to six weeks.^ These extended institutes 
were termed "summer normals." This term was synonymous 
with the term "summer schools." Summer schools were con­
ducted on the campuses of the various colleges and univer­
sities of the state while one-day or one-week institutes 
were conducted at centrally located places in the several 
counties or parishes.^
Supervision and administration of the institutes of 
the State of Louisiana rested with the President of the State
Normal School and the State Superintendent of Public Educa-
1 (\tion, according to legislative acts. D Institutes became
public influence caused the State Board of Education to
l^Leo R. DeLong, "City Institutes in Pennsylvania" 
(unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Columbia University,- 
New York, 1915), pp. 15-19.
^Marvin w. Webb, "The Status of the Illinois County 
Teachers' Institutes" (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Washington University, St. Louis, 1939), p. 67.
1-6Acts Passed by the General Assembly at the Regular 
Session, 1884 (Baton Rouge: Leon Jastremski, state printer,
1884), Act 51, Sec. 5, p. 61.
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assume full responsibility for institute programs in 1904; 
at which time, state institute conductors were employed to 
direct and to aid in institute work throughout the State. U
Teacher attendance was voluntary at early institutes 
but as the institute program was intensified their attend­
ance became obligatory. Teacher participation was encouraged 
during the early institutes of Louisiana, and later specific 
legislative action granted the parish superintendents the 
prerogative of utilizing the services of teachers for
1 Qinstitute programs.
DEVELOPMENT OF INSTITUTES IN SELECTED STATES
Early institute work in New York, Illinois, and 
Pennsylvania affected the development of teachers' institutes 
in other states. Seventeen states developed xnstxtute pro­
grams prior to 1870, which marked the advent of institute 
programs in the State of Louisiana.
17Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1894 (Baton Rouge: Advocate Office, 1894), Act.
64, Sec. 2, p. 73.
^ Acts and Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1888 (New 
Orleans: Leon Jastremski, state printer, 1888), Act 81, Sec,
35.
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New York
The State of New York attempted to improve its educa­
tional system by investing state funds in teaching agencies 
starting in 1834.^ Public opinion was favorable toward 
improvements in free public schools, and increased invest­
ment of public monies for teacher-training programs was 
considered an approach to the upgrading of the educational 
system. Teachers' meetings were held to encourage educa­
tional improvements.^ The term "teachers' institute" was 
used for the first time by J. S. Denman, Superintendent of 
Schools, Tompkins County, New York, during a discussion at
a meeting of the Tompkins County Teachers' Association in 
211842. Superintendent Denman held a teachers' institute 
at Ithaca, New York, as a result of the discussion at the 
Tompkins Country Teachers' Association meeting. It was held 
for two weeks and was hailed as a new agency in teacher 
training. It also provided opportunities for teachers to get
19william Marshall French, "A Century of Teacher 
Training in New York" (unpublished Doctor's dissertation,
Yale University, New Haven, 1935), p. 3.
20l o c. cit.
21charles A. Harper, A Century of Public Education 
(Washington: National Education Association, 1939), pp.
39-43.
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acquainted and to develop a professional spirit.
As early as 1847 institutes in New York aroused public 
interest in education and made it possible, through state 
laws, for institutes to receive state financial assistance 
when prescribed regulations were followed.^ Superinten­
dents of common schools were charged with establishing 
requirements for institute programs.
Unfortunately, in 1847 the office of county superin­
tendent of schools was abolished in New York as a political 
measure. It was recreated in 1852 but during the interim the 
teachers' institute made no progress. After 1852, the 
institute movement flourished and state financial aid for 
institute work was increased to one hundred twenty dollars 
per county. As a result of the financial aid and public 
support for institutes, a noticeable change in the status 
of institutes in New York was evident by 1860. With the 
resumption of the institute, several organizational 
innovations designed to improve services to patrons and 
teachers were attempted. Meetings were staggered in order 
to utilize the services of the best instructors and 
lecturers; in addition, graded institutes were tried.
^French, cit., p. 219.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
10
Institute managers were assigned to work with farmers' 
institutes which served as a co-ordinating force with 
rural teache rs .Th e latter innovation increased public 
support for teachers' institutes and extended their 
services in rural areas.
Early teachers' institutes in New York directed 
their programs toward rural problems because normal schools 
and teacher training departments in high schools supplied 
the required number of teachers for urban areas. Gradually 
the rural teacher shortage was alleviated; then institutes 
concentrated their efforts on professional growth of 
teachers.2^
Many of the New York teachers, during the early insti­
tute period, were interested in seeking opportunities in 
other states. Starting around 1856, some went to Pennsylvania. 
Many energetic male and female teachers were attracted to the 
South and to the West.^3 This teacher exodus diminished the 
number of trained teachers in New York thereby causing the 
prolongation of the institute movement in that state.
23Ibid., p. 222. 2^Ibid., p. 232.
23Letter from 0. R. Inland to Superintendent T. W. 
Conway, July 22, 1870, Mt. Upton, New York, Correspondence, 
Department of Archives, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge.
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In addition to the State of New York, the states of 
Illinois and Pennsylvania developed teachers' institutes 
because they had similar educational problems.
Illinois
Low public interest in education, poor salaries for 
teachers, and low certification requirements for school 
personnel were the major causes of the deplorable educa­
tional conditions in the State of Illinois prior to 1854.^6 
There was a need for the development of an educational 
agency which could inform the people as to the worthiness 
of public schools and could stimulate the teachers toward 
professional growth. These conditions led to the develop­
ment of teachers' institutes.
The first teachers' institute in the State of Illinois 
was held in 1854. The exact location of the first institute 
of Illinois has not been determined but Webb cites Will and 
Lee Counties as possible locations. Traveling agents were 
employed to tour the State and to hold institutes. It was 
observed by the Illinois Education Commission that the 
institute was a fast growing agency for (1) instilling
26vjebb, op. cit., pp. 51-52.
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interest in education on the part of the general public and
(2) for improving teacher standards. The Commission found
27that benefits, both specific and general, were obvious.
The improvement of rural education was the purpose of 
the Illinois teachers1 institutes. Early local teachers' 
institutes fulfilled this purpose by inspiring teachers 
toward professional growth and by demonstrating teaching 
techniques. Local teachers' institutes were replaced by 
county normal schools, state normal schools, and county 
teachers' institutes as a result of increased public interest 
in free public education. In 1861 the State Superintendent 
of Public Education advocated an organized plan, on a yearly 
basis, for county institutes with county superintendents as
O Qleaders and supervisors. °
Sometimes institutes were held during the school 
session, but they were usually carried on during the summer 
vacation. Teacher attendance at institutes was encouraged 
by the renewal of the teaching certificates of those who 
attended and participated in the programs.^ Institutes 
in Illinois were not totally financed by the State;
2^Ibid., p. 55. 28Ibid., p. 38.
29Ruediger, o£. cit., p. 34.
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therefore, teacher attendance was not mandatory. Other 
sources of finances for institutes were teachers' licenses 
and registration fees. Public support to increase financial 
aid for institute programs was brought about by extended 
services and rural interest. Until educational needs were 
met at a later date by other educational agencies, teachers' 
institutes continued to receive public support.^
Prior to 1871, many Illinois teachers and educational 
leaders migrated to other states including Louisiana and 
thus aided in the dissemination of institute techniques. 
Louisiana was on the threshold of the institute movement in 
1870 and the institute experience gained by these itinerant 
teachers from Illinois, New York and Pennsylvania was 
utilized in promoting the movement in Louisiana.
Pennsylvania
The first teachers' institute of the state of Penn­
sylvania was held in Columbus, Warren County, in 1848 under
O 1the leadership of Fordyce A. Allen and J. C. Moses. Both 
30prank A. Jensen, "The Teachers' Institutes Noj *Longer Serve a Major Purpose," The Nation's Schools, XII 
(September, 1933), p. 50.
31-Paul Monroe, "Institutes," A Cyclopedia of Educa­
tion (Washington: National Education Association, 1939), p.
469.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
14
"county” and "city" institutes were organized. Local five- 
day institutes were formed with evening sessions for the 
public as an important function of both types.^
In this state, public opinion was favorable toward 
institute work, and by 1867 legislative action made it 
mandatory for county superintendents to organize five-day 
institutes and to encourage teachers to attend.33 Teachers1 
institutes in Pennsylvania were well attended but twenty 
years elapsed before legislative action enabled school 
boards to pay teachers for their attendance at institutes.
Local, county, and city institutes of Pennsylvania 
received early recognition throughout the United States for 
their educational value. Pennsylvania's early institutes 
enlightened the public as to educational needs and later 
focused public attention on teacher training. County 
superintendents were responsible for planning and guiding 
programs. Lectures, demonstrations, and conferences were 
the most commonly utilized types of procedures in county 
institutes. According to Ross, institutes which continued 
to enjoy favorable public opinion and support through the 
years, contributed to the success of Pennsylvania's
32rqss, op. cit., p. 43. 33ibjd.» PP» 69-70.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
15
educational system,^
In 1870 educational administrators in Louisiana 
became interested in Pennsylvania's institute program. 
Louisiana's State Superintendent Thomas W. Conway, in May 
of 1870, attempted to secure the services of experienced 
and well-known institute workers from Pennsylvania to 
develop an institute movement in L o u i s i a n a . ^5
DEVELOPMENT OF INSTITUTES IN OTHER STATES
Several states other than those cited above estab­
lished institutes prior to 1870, the year which marked the 
beginning of the institute movement in Louisiana. The 
states which initiated the institute movement prior to 
1870 are listed in Table I with their appropriate dates.
In 1862 Bates^ published a program for teachers' 
institutes which was available throughout the United States. 
The program, outlined on pages 17 and 18 herein, served as 
a guide for institute work in several other states.
3^Ibid., p. 130.
33Letter from F. A. Allen to Superintendent Conway, 
May 22, 1871, Mansfield, Pennsylvania, Correspondence, 
Department of Archives, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge.
3^Bates, op. cit., pp. 25-30.
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TABLE I
STATES WHICH ESTABLISHED TEACHERS' 
INSTITUTES BEFORE LOUISIANA*















*Edwin Grant Dexter, A History of Education in the 
United States (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1906),
p. 393.
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PROGRAMME FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 1862
Morning Minutes
Calling roll or members . . . . . . . . . .  5
Devotional exercises, conducted
by Rev. Mr. A. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15
Reading and correcting minutes
of preceding day. . .  ................ 10
Instruction in arithmetic . . ............ 20
Discussion on do.........................  20
Instruction in physical training.........   20
Recess
Instrument or vocal music................ 5
Mathematical geography by Mr. C........... 20
Discussion on do.  .................   20
Discussion. Question: Resolved, that
punishment should not be inflicted in 
presence of students nor in schoolhouse . 25
Report of critics .......................  5
Music...........    5
Afternoon
Singing .  .............................  5
Primary instruction and elocution
by Mr. D. .'...........................  20
Discussion on do...................   20
Exercise in penmanship by Mr. E.. . . . . . 20
Instruct upon moral training. ♦ ..........  20
Recess
How to teach the elements of music
by Mr. F. .  .........................  10
Language by Mr. G...................   20
Discussion on do.........................  20
Sub-lecture on object lessons by Mr. H. . . 10
Essay by Miss 1..........................  10
Report of critics .......................  5
Mus ic . . .  ...........................  5




Selected reading by Miss J.............. 10
Discussion. Question: Should females
be excluded from our colleges?........ 30
Music.................................  3
Essay by Mr. K.........................  10
Lecture by Mr. L a  . . . a . . .  . . . . .  30
Music.................    3
The findings of Samuel P. Bates provide a good 
summary of how early teachers' institutes were organized 
and conducted. Bates stated that the purposes of teachers' 
institutes were to impart a knowledge of the teaching profes­
sion and to establish an understanding between teachers and 
patrons. He believed that the most appropriate time to hold 
an institute was just prior to the opening of school or 
shortly thereafter. Bates gave valid reasons to justify 
either time. He recommended that institutes last approxi­
mately one week. A committee on arrangements and organiza­
tion was considered necessary to work with regular officers 
to insure stability and continuity.
Bates' suggestions concerning institutes were used by 
educators of Louisiana in institute work during 1870. 
Louisiana's teachers' institutes developed during the ensuing 
years into one of the leading educational agencies for the 
promotion of public education in the State.
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CHAPTER II
INSTITUTE MOVEMENT IN LOUISIANA
BACKGROUND
Education in Louisiana prior to 1870
Public education for all children in the State of 
Louisiana was an achievement of the twentieth century. Many 
obstacles had to be removed before public education was 
accepted and supported by the people of Louisiana.*- The 
general public was reluctant to accept the idea of free 
public education even though many farsighted individuals 
advocated changes in educational policy. The effort of 
leaders working as individuals was not sufficient to change 
public opinion; therefore, free public education lagged in 
Louisiana until an organized force of persistent men and 
women developed teachers' institutes as a means of informing 
the people of the advantages of free public schools. Lead­
ers of the movement were the faculty of the State Normal
-̂Edwin W. Fay, The History of Education in Louisiana 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1898), p. 38.
19
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School who planned and organized teachers' institutes 
starting in 1885.^
The aim of the faculty of Louisiana State Normal 
School was to create interest in public education so that 
the people would be willing to finance public schools 
through taxation. The public was accustomed to religious 
schools, private academies, and itinerant teachers.^ Also 
French and Spanish educational customs prevailed in Louisi­
ana long after the territory was transferred to the United 
States in 1803.* Since early territorial legislators 
thought in terms of higher education, free primary and 
secondary public schools were neglected.  ̂ Free education 
on a lower level was considered to be suitable for indigent 
students only.
Âcts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1884 (Baton Rouge: Leon
Jastremski, state printer, 1884), Act 51, p. 61.
^Newton Edwards and Herman G. Richey, The School in 
American Social Order (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1947), p. 168.
^Garmie William McGinty, A History of Louisiana (New 
Orleans: Exposition Press, 1951), p. 79.
^T. H. Harris, The Story of Public Education in 
Louisiana (New Orleans: Delgado Trades School, 1924), pp.
5-6.
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In 1841 primary and secondary public schools breached 
the indigent concept of free public education to a notice- 
able degree in the city of New Orleans. Two elementary 
public schools and a boy£' high school were established, and 
these schools were attended by children whose parents were 
of varying economic status. Although some of the people in 
New Orleans accepted the public school concept, this educa­
tional philosophy did not prevail throughout the rural areas 
of the State. Before the rural populace accepted public 
education, it was necessary to convince them of the value of 
free public primary and secondary schools.
The organized institute movement was one of the lead­
ing educational forces to inform the people of Louisiana of 
the value of education. This organized movement was started 
by the faculty of Louisiana State Normal School in 1885. 
However, from 1870 to 1885, teachers' institutes were held 
in Louisiana intermittently as a means of demonstrating 
teaching techniques to teachers.^
^Harris, o£. cit., pp. 6-9.
^Editorial in the New Orleans Republican, May 7,
1870; and F. A. Allen, "Teachers1 Institutes," Stoddard 
Collection (New Orleans: Tulane University), 1870.
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Origin of Institutes
After the War Between the States, educational pro­
gress in Louisiana was slow and schools were woefully 
inadequate. Poverty, civil strife, and the lack of strong 
educational leadership hampered the growth and development 
of any adequate educational system during the Reconstruction 
Period. Northern military and civil leaders dominated 
government offices. Among the latter group were such men 
as Thomas W. Conway and E. S. Stoddard.
The practice of employing Northerners in the schools 
was a source of irritation to the white populace in Louisi­
ana. One such school official was Thomas W. Conway, State 
Superintendent of Public Education. Conway was a graduate 
of Hamilton College who came South as an army chaplain.
During his tour of duty he served with a Negro regiment.
After the hostilities ceased, General Nathaniel Banks appoint­
ed Conway a deputy in the Freedman's Bureau; later, he was 
appointed to the chief position in the educational system 
of Louisiana.
Superintendent Conway recommended an "American System 
of Public Education" to Louisiana's General Assembly in 1868 
because he felt that the educational system of Louisiana at
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that time was inadequate.® He stressed the need for organiz­
ed public school administration and competent school board 
directors. As a result of Conway's recommendations, teachers' 
institutes originated under Act 121 of 1869. On March 16, 
1870, legislative action required Division Superintendents 
to hold one teachers' institute each year in their respective 
Educational Divisions.9 Teachers' institute legislation 
was known as "Conway's Law."^® Superintendent Conway attacked 
private schools, which at that time received public funds, 
for harboring teachers who advocated a rebellious philosophy.
Conway received sharp criticism from the editor of 
the Daily Picayune newspaper. "Mixed schools" was the 
editor's chief criticism but he also attacked Conway's pro­
gram for teachers' institutes. Some of the criticisms of 
the program were: (1) Conway's selection of personnel to
teach at institutes; (2) the size of the audience to be 
taught; (3) the mixing of white and Negro teachers; and (4) 
the use of public funds for institutes. The editor
®Report of the State Superintendent of Public Educa- 
tion for 1867-1868 (New Orleans: A. L. Lee, state printer,
1869), p. 20.
Louisiana Act 108, Sec. 10, 1869, Approved March 16,
1870.
10i?^ i f n r i a l  ■In T)a■11 it Pinflwimh Titno 1 1 fl71W *  I* » dh. ) W  ^ ■!* V  f *  e
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contended that the institute funds should have been used for 
teachers’ salaries, which were in arrears. He thought that 
Superintendent Conway had no knowledge of the State and that
i
he was disinterested in the wishes of the people; There­
fore, the editor felt that Superintendent Conway advocated 
educational laws which ran counter to public sentiment.^
Superintendent Conway while in office suggested some 
far-reaching reforms in the field of education for the State. 
Among such suggestions to the General Assembly were:
To create the position of State Superintendent 
of Public Education and a Board of Education, to 
employ a corps of professional teachers, to create 
a board of examiners to examine and commission 
teachers, to establish school libraries, to estab­
lish state normal schools, and teachers' insti- 
tures.12
Conway felt that during his term of office he had to 
build a complete system of free public education for all 
children between the ages of six and twenty-one regardless 
of color or previous conditions. In order to provide 
teachers for the increased enrollment Conway recommended 
training departments in high schools and normal schools;
11John Rose Ficklen, History of Reconstruction in 
Louisiana (Baltimore: John Hopkins Press, 1910), pp. 207-
208.
l^Report of Superintendent of Education, 1867-1868, 
op. clt., pp.. 20-21,
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he also looked upon teachers' institutes with favor and
£> '
extended financial aid to them if they fulfilled his 
requirements. If his recommendations to the General Assembly 
were adopted, he believed that taxation was necessary to make 
them a reality. 13
Superintendent Conway, in his effort to promote 
teachers' institutes, secured the services of F. A. Allen, 
President of the State Normal School of Pennsylvania, for 
an institute in New Orleans on May 6, 1870.1^ President 
Allen, who was an experienced institute instructor, address­
ed five hundred teachers at the Boy's High School in New 
Orleans. Although the press criticized Conway's actions, 
he recorded the institute as a success and planned future 
institutes throughout the educational divisions of the 
State.
In 1871, several teacher institutes were held in 
Louisiana. Miss Hattie N. Morris from the Oswego Training 
School in New York was the leading lecturer .13 During her
13A n n u a l  Report of the State Superintendent of Educa­
tion, 1871 (New Orleans: Republican Office, 1872), pp. 35-36.
^Editorial in the New Orleans Republican, May 7, 1870.
15AJTelegram from T. W. Conway, State Superintendent of 
Education to M. C. Cole, Secretary, May 12, 1871, New Orleans, 
Correspondence, Department of Archives, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge.
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visit, which was for one month, she conducted teachers' 
institutes in three of the state's six educational divisions. 
Miss Morris' first institute was held in New Orleans between 
May 30, and June 2, 1871.^
Miss Morris lectured on the best method of primary 
instruction; she also conducted exercises in geography, 
reading, spelling, grammar, botany, and arithmetic. A news­
paper report of this early institute stated that Miss Morris 
was a fine person, but the article was critical of her work 
because many teachers in the mixed audience had more teach­
ing experience and as much pedogogical preparation as she.
It also stated that the expenses for this institute ($82.30 
excluding Miss Morris' salary) should have been used for 
unpaid teachers' salaries.^
The City of Carrollton was the location of Louisiana's
•^A n n u a l  Report of the State Superintendent of Public 
Education, Thomas W. Conway to the General Assembly for the 
Year 1871 (New Orleans: Republican office, 1872), p. 195.
S. Stoddard, Division Superintendent, "Teachers' 
Institute" (statement of expense, Louisiana State University, 
Department of Archives, Baton Rouge, 1871), Box 38-A, p. 1.
W. T. Houston, Principal of Live Oak School, stated that Mr. 
Conway should not get or try to get teachers in politics,
"The 'Teachers' Institute' Trick," Daily Picayune, June 1,
1871.
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second teachers' institute conducted by Miss Morris. Al­
though this city was very near New Orleans, it was consider­
ed a part of the Second Educational Division. E. S.
Stoddard was the division superintendent and an ardent sup­
porter of the educational system of the period.^
Stoddard served as superintendent of public education 
for the city of New Orleans when it was organized as the 
First Educational Division of the State of Louisiana. A few 
months later he was elected to the superintendency of the 
Second Educational Division and it was in this position that 
he worked with teachers' institutesTeachers in the 
Second Educational Division were fully cognizant of Stoddard's 
earnest desire for the improvement of education, but lack of 
taxes for public schools and political strife hampered his 
actions.
l^E. s. Stoddard (Family Record, Tulane University, 
Department of Archives, New Orleans, 1896), Box 1. Stod­
dard was a graduate of Powers' Institute in Bernardston, 
Massachusetts. During the War Between the States, he served 
with General Grant at Vicksburg; later, Stoddard was 
captured at Mansfield, Louisiana. After the war he was 
engaged in public education in Louisiana for twelve years, 
then mercantile pursuits gained his interest.
■^E. S. Stoddard, "Scrapbook” (New Orleans, Tulane 
University, 1870), p. 2.
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Institute Activities of State Superintendents 
of Education in Louisiana
After the War Between the States, attempts were made 
to build a public school system, but financial and economic 
conditions of the State were at a low ebb. Conservatism was 
the theme in all public expenditures. Public opinion was 
conditioned by distrust and disgust during the Reconstruction 
Period. The public was in need of some type of organization
to restore the people’s confidence in public schools so that
20tax support for schools would meet public acceptance. This 
need was fulfilled largely by teachers' institutes.
In 1872 Thomas W. Conway was succeeded by G. W. Brown, 
a Negro politician, as State Superintendent of Public Educa­
tion. Brown's tenure of office did not produce any outstand­
ing educational achievements. In 1877 he was succeeded by 
R. M. Lusher who was considered a man of "pure character and 
professional equipment of a high order."2  ̂ Superintendent 
Lusher's annual report to the Governor did not reveal any
20joel L. Fletcher, Louisiana Education Since Colonial 
Days (Lafayette: Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Insti­
tute, 1948), p. 11.
2^Alcee Fortier, Louisiana Studies (New Orleans: F.
F. Hansell and Brothers, 1894), p. 266.
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teachers' institute activities in the State.
Edwin H. Fay served as State Superintendent of Educa­
tion from 1880 to 1884. He was familiar with institute work 
conducted in other states under the auspices of the Peabody 
Trustees and stated in 1883 that,
It is difficult to overestimate the advantages 
that have resulted from these institutes. Among 
the: people a deeper and broader sentiment has been 
awakened in favor of education, and, everywhere 
teachers have been stimulated to renewed energy 
and zeal in their chosen profession. Many valuable 
suggestions and much useful information have been 
disseminated, all tending to promote the efficiency 
of the school systems of the South. 2
In 1880 Superintendent Edwin Fay was able to secure 
the services of two we11-qualified and experienced institute 
conductors. In the absence of a state normal school, 
Superintendent Fay felt that teachers' institutes provided 
the most efficient way in which the majority of teachers 
could be reached. These institutes according to Fay were to 
“teach the teachers how to teach.”2^
Superintendent Fay, in an attempt to promote the
22Edwin H. Fay, “Teachers' Institutes,” Journal of 
Education, V (October, 1883), p. 196.
23siennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana (Baton Rouge: Leon Jastremaski, state printer,
1881), p. 13.
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efficiency of the public schools of Louisiana, appealed to 
the agent of the Peabody Fund for finances to conduct 
teachers' institutes.
George Peabody had placed in trust one million 
dollars in 1867 for the promotion and encouragement of intel­
lectual, moral, and industrial education of the young in the 
more destitute portions of the Southern and Southwestern 
states of the Union. His purpose was to distribute the 
benefits among the entire population. He stipulated that 
“needs and opportunities of usefulness were the only criteria 
for distribution.”^
During the 1882-1883 school session Fay, having 
received $200 from the Peabody Fund Board, engaged Reverend 
Dr. A. R. Home, a celebrated conductor of teachers’ insti­
tutes from Allentown, Pennsylvania, to conduct institutes 
throughout the State of Louisiana. Seventy-four sessions 
and lectures were held by Home and Fay. Teachers, both 
white and colored, and other interested persons, attended 
the institutes. The subject of education aroused interest
24-phebe Hanaford, The Life of George Peabody; Con­
taining £ Record of those Princely Acts of Benevolence 
(Augusta, Maine: E. C. Allen Company, 1875), p. 158.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
31
never before seen in the State. The parishes visited were 
urged to establish teachers' institutes, and their reactions 
were favorable. Fay and Home spent six weeks traveling and 
conducting institutes. Fay stated that six months would 
have been better. He also advocated that in the absence of 
normal schools, normal departments should be established in 
high schools.^ Peabody funds were aiding teacher training 
through institutes and by arousing the public interest in 
free schools, but a well organized force of dedicated educa­
tors was not yet a reality.
By 1890, the Peabody Fund Board had increased its 
financial assistance for Louisiana teachers' institutes to
$1,700.00. The grand totaL lancial assistance for insti-
grants for institute work, the Peabody Trustees aided public 
schools, the Louisiana Chautauqua, educational journals, 
summer schools, county supervisors and normal schools.
State Superintendent Warren Easton, 1884-1888, stated 
that the State Normal School had developed an organized
25Fay, loc. cit.
2&Gilda M. Larre, "The Administration of the Peabody 
Fund in Louisiana" (unpublished Master's thesis, Tulane 
University, New Orleans, 1950), p. 67.
2 fitutes from 1882 to 1903 was $27,500.00. In addition to
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
32
institute movement that the people would support. He also
felt that the services of eminent educators from various
parts of the country were an asset to institute programs.
He stated that the institutes must of necessity tend to the
elevation of the teachers, the development of the schools,
and the growth of interest in all matters pertaining to
education and progress.
Superintendent Easton and President Sheib of the
State Normal School selected the following places for





New Iberia........... June 1-5
Thibodaux......... June 8-12
Courses pursued at each institute were:
Principles and Theories of Teaching 
Moral and Mental Development 
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Public lectures were delivered on Tuesday and Thurs­
day evenings.̂
In 1886 institutes were conducted at the following 
locations: Atlanta, Mansfield, Minden, Monroe, Donaldson-
ville, Clinton, and New Orleans. Approximately three 
hundred fifty citizens and eight hundred forty-four teachers 
attended the seven institutes. Eleven institutes were held 
in 1887 at the following places: Mansfield, Many, Lafayette,
Ruston, Lake Charles, Bastrop, New Iberia, Clinton, Houma, 
Amite City, and Donaldsonville, Four hundred eighteen white 
and colored teachers attended the eleven institutes. Super­
intendent Easton recommended more encouragement from the 
State and larger appropriations for institute work to meet 
the demands for teachers' institutes in the various 
parxshes• ̂ ̂
Joseph A. Breaux, Superintendent of Education, 1888- 
1890, stated in his annual report to the Governor that 
teachers and patrons attended institutes in large numbers 
and predicted that the institutes would grow in importance.
27'*Teachers' Institutes--The National Educational 
Association,” Journal of Education, VII (June, 1885), p. 115.
^ Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly, 1886-1887 (Baton 
Rouge: Leon Jastremaski, state printer, 1888), p. 22.
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During the 1888-1889 school session, four institutes, of 
one week’s duration, were held at the following places: 
Alexandria, Opelousas, Homer, and Delhi. One hundred fifty 
white and thirty-seven Negro teachers attended these insti­
tutes .
The institutes were under the joint supervision of 
Superintendent Breaux and the President of the State Normal 
School. During the daily session, lectures were delivered 
on school organization, discipline, and methods of teaching 
various primary branches. Lessons in reading, drawing, 
language, and history were taught by Misses Hughes and 
Oswalt. Lecturers for these institutes were: State Superin­
tendent Joseph A. Breaux, President T. D. Boyd, Professor M.
G. Brumbaugh of Huntington, Pennsylvania, Professor A. L. 
Smith, Misses Enma Oswalt and Nellie Hughes from the State 
Normal School's faculty. Two night sessions were held at 
each institute. There was great enthusiasm for in-service 
training at these institutes and the attendance usually 
increased during the week at each town. Approximately five 
hundred people attended the institutes during the 1888-1890
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2Qschool session. v
In 1889, Superintendent Breaux suggested that a large 
number of one-day institutes be held in the various parishes. 
He also suggested four-week institutes during the summers of 
the ensuing years. He recommended that one lecturer from 
the State Normal School and local teachers conduct the short 
institutes. The longer summer institutes were to be con­
ducted by the faculty of the State Normal School, assisted 
by eminent educators from other states. It was recommended 
that short institutes be obligatory, and that those who 
attend summer institutes should be given preference in 
appointments as teachers the following school session.30
W. H. Jack succeeded Joseph H. Breaux as State Super­
intendent of Public Education in 1890. During the 1890-1891 
school session one-week institutes were held at Monroe,
Homer, Minden, and Plain Dealing. Martin G. Brumbaugh 
stated in his annual institute report that the Honorable W.
H. Jack attended many sessions of the institutes and delivered
^ Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1888-1889 (New Orleans: Ernest Marshant, state
printer, 1890), pp. 169-70.
30lbid., p. 171.
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able addresses at Minden, Homer, and Plain Dealing. In 
addition to teachers, six hundred citizens attended the 
evening sessions at Monroe and eight hundred citizens attend­
ed at Plain Dealing. A grand dinner and barbecue was held 
in an open grove at Plain Dealing as an evening institute 
occasion. "At each institute earnest, cordial heartfelt 
thanks were unanimously and enthusiastically voted to Dr.
J. L. M. Curry, General Agent of the Peabody F u n d . " ^ l
During the 1892-1893 school session, State Superin­
tendent A. D. Lafargue and Thomas D. Boyd, President of the 
State Normal School and Institute Director, agreed to have 
a series of Peabody Normal Institutes in the various parishes. 
Three parties were sent out headed respectively by Profes­
sor R. L. Himes from the State Normal School, Professor M.
G. Brumbaugh from Pennsylvania, and Professor B. C. Caldwell 
from Missouri as Institute Conductors. The three Institute 
Conductors and their assistants held twelve institutes. 
Assisting the conductors for these twelve institutes were: 
Misses M. W. Richardson, Bessie V. Russell, State Normal
3lBiennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1890-1891 (New Orleans: Ernest Marshant, state
printer, 1892), pp. 199-200.
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School; Professor George Williamson, Grand Cane: Professor 
D. B. Showalter, Cheneyville; Mr. H. H. Hargrove, Shreve­
port; Professor G. D. Pickles, Mansfield; Professor C. C. 
Harris, Montgomery; and Miss Annie 0. Burris. The Ruston 
Peabody Institute formed a part of the Louisiana Chautauqua. 
Professor Henry E. Chambers, Chautauqua manager, arranged 
an excellent institute program,, Attendance at the twelve 
institutes was reported to Institute Director Boyd as 1,055 
persons.32
Director Boyd stated in his annual report to Superin­
tendent Lafargue that the institutes of 1893 reached a 
greater number of teachers and accomplished more to inspire 
teachers and the general public to develop public education 
than had any other institutes ever held in the State. 
Institutes were zealously supported by parish superintendents. 
However, the results of the institutes in several parishes 
varied considerably. J. E. Barry, Superintendent of Acadia 
Parish, stated in 1893 that teachers' institutes had not 
proved a success because schools were scattered and the roads
32Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1892-1893 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1894),
pp. 36-44.
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were bad and teachers could not attend as often as once a 
month. J. A. Lowry, Superintendent of Bossier Parish, 
reported little interest in institutes during the 1892-1893 
school session, but said that he would try to impress teach­
ers with the value and importance of such institutes the 
following year. A. B. Handley, Superintendent of Caldwell 
Parish, stated that institutes were not held because of the 
lack of funds. In Cameron Parish, the superintendent stated 
institutes were not held because distances for teachers to 
travel were too great.
The foregoing reports were discouraging to State 
Superintendent Lafargue but they were offset by many reports 
from parish superintendents stating that teachers' insti­
tutes were making a valuable contribution to public education 
in the State. L. L. Upton, Superintendent of Richland Parish, 
stated that "live and ambitious teachers" had taken hold of 
institute work and had continually tried to achieve a higher 
degree of excellence and material improvement. Superinten­
dent H. Kenner of St. Charles Parish reported that parish 
institutes were without a doubt of great benefit. Superin­
tendent W. S. Frazee of St. Landry stated that the State 
Teachers' Institute in June, 1893, was a complete success. 
Superintendent W. R. Burke of Iberia Parish reported that
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teachers' institutes were held the first Saturday of each 
month and fruitful results were noticeable. Superintendent 
John McNeese reported successful institutes on a ward basis 
in Calcasieu Parish.33
Superintendent Lafargue reported to the General 
Assembly in 1893 that the institutes were powerful factors 
in promoting good teaching and arousing public sentiment 
for education. He stated that the State Normal Institutes 
had been supported almost entirely by funds from the Peabody 
Board and from time to time supplemented by local school 
boards. During Lafargue's administration, the Peabody 
Board adopted a policy to "help those who help themselves 
most toward maintaining institutes." Lafargue recommended 
to the Governor that the General Assembly should appropriate 
$1,500.00 for institute work.34
In 1894 Governor Murphy James Foster recommended to 
the Legislature an appropriation of $1,500.00 annually for 
the support of teachers' institutes. Governor Foster stated 
that institutes were of incalculable benefits to the teachers 
and to the pupils, and by all means should be encouraged.33
33Ibid., pp. 95-100. 34Ibid., p. 9.
33"Teachers' Institutes," Opelousas Courier, May 26,
1894.
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Thomas D. Boyd, President of the State Normal School, 
reported to Superintendent A. D, Lafargue that the $1,500.00 
appropriated by the General Assembly in 1894 had been used 
effectively in arousing interest among teachers and the 
general public. According to Boyd, there was also a growing 
disposition to support institutes by local appropriations 
that gave all teachers the benefit of institute training, 
Under a new institute law in 1894, Professor B. C. Caldwell 
was appointed State Institute Conductor. According to 
legislative action, the State Institute Conductor was in 
charge of State institute work. President Boyd stated that 
Caldwell was especially fitted for the position.^
According to State Institute Conductor Caldwell, 
nineteen one-week institutes were held during the 1894-1895 
school session. These institutes were held at the following 
places: Benton, Winnsboro, Farmersville, Ruston, Calhoun,
Cameron, Natchitoches, Crowley, Experimental Station, 
Bastrop, Abbeville, Grand Cane, Leesville, Lake Charles, 
Amite City, Opelousas, New Roads, Pollock, and Chautauqua.
3 R̂eports of the State Teachers * Institutes, 1896 
(Baton Rouge: State of Louisiana, Department of Education),
p. 1.
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Attendance at these institutes were as follows: teachers,
1,257; officers, 203; others, 6,200.^
Joseph V. Calhoun succeeded A. D. Lafargue as State 
Superintendent of Public Education in 1896. In 1897 Super­
intendent Calhoun stated:
The utility of teachers' institutes as a means of 
increasing the efficiency of the teaching corps and 
arousing public sentiment in aid of public education, 
while it is less acknowledged and taken advantage of 
in some parts of the State than others, is, however, 
becoming from year to year more generally recognized.
Had we no intrinsic reasons for holding these 
institutes, the authority of all the other States 
of our federal union should suffice to convince us 
of their essential value in the public school work 
of the State. Old States which provided for them 
early in the history of their public school systems, 
have adhered to them more closely as time has pro­
gressed, and in many of them the institute and normal 
exercises have become so compacted with all their 
school operations that they can now hardly be detached 
without disintegrating the whole establishment. They 
are regarded as an essential part of the general work 
and school legislation of the State; and to this there 
is not a single exception; everywhere it is held to 
be binding on the teacher to attend the institutes at 
least once a year as it is for the child to go daily
to school.38
Calhoun suggested to the General Assembly in 1897
37Ibid., p. 18. •
38Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1896-1897 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1898),
p. 13.
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that the State be divided into five institute districts 
outside of New Orleans and that, in addition to a State 
Institute Conductor, district institute conductors be appoint­
ed by the State Superintendent of Public Education. According 
to Calhoun,
. . . all rules and regulations for conducting these 
institutes should be made by the State Institute 
Conductor and the State Superintendent of Public 
Education, and expenses for this work should be 
appropriated by the Legislature. Under this plan, 
the benefits of institutes and summer normal schools 
would be equally enjoyed by all parishes, and those 
that need institutes most would not share them 
least, as is now the c a s e .
In his biennial report for 1898-1899, Joseph V. Cal­
houn stated that 2,190 teachers were addressed on school 
activities at institutes. Eleven thousand people in forty- 
seven parishes were informed of educational matters of the 
day. John McNeese, Superintendent of Calcasieu Parish, 
described the Summer Normal Institute of 1898 as a general 
review, with the teachers and institute officers as the 
rank and file of one army.
On this occasion children meet in a model school, 
teachers are subordinate officers and institute 
instructors are generals in command, the State Super­
intendent being the General-in-Chief, the entire
39ibid#> p. 15.
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turnout being a mobilization of forces to fight the 
year's campaign against ignorance. The failures and 
defects of the previous year being known, the forces 
are able to perfect thereby.
The Summer Normal Institute has become so popular 
and useful in this parish that all the teaching force 
expect and demand the occasion, being willing to bear 
the expense and board, and tuition, if necessary.
We have already held five Summer Normals, and the 
teachers look forward to each coming Normal as the 
occasion when they cannot only enjoy themselves 
because of the association, but be inspired, feeling 
the satisfaction of going to their school work 
knowing that there is more of them socially, intel­
lectually, and professionally.^
During the 1899-1900 school session, fourteen one- 
week institutes were held at the following places: Mont­
gomery, April 10-14, 1899; Bienville, April 24-28, 1899; 
Leesville, May 1-5, 1899; Winnsboro, May 22-26, 1899;
Ruston, May 29-June 2, 1899; Homer, June 5-9, 1899; Farmers- 
ville, March 12-16, 1900; Benton, March 19-23, 1900; 
Napoleonville, March 26-30, 1900; White Castle, March 30-31, 
1900; Arcadia, April 2-6, 1900; Bastrop, April 14-18, 1900; 
Opelousas, April 16-20, 1900; and Leesville, April 23-27, 
1900, Seven summer schools were conducted in 1900. These
^ Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1898-1899 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1900),
pp. 77-78.
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summer schools were located at Franklin, Minden, Mansfield, 
Winnsboro, Leesburg, Abbeville, and Napoleonville.4^
In 1901, Superintendent Calhoun reported to the 
General Assembly that $2,500.00 annually was necessary for 
institute work. Fifteen hundred dollars per year was first 
budgeted in 1894, but that sum was not adequate in 1901. 
Calhoun stated that teachers were hard working and self 
sacrificing public servants, and that every means that could 
be devoted to their benefit and improvement should be cheer­
fully afforded. Calhoun stated that "Institutes are regarded 
in all States of the Union as of the highest importance and 
I commend to your notice the need for adequate finances.”
The State Institute Conductor's salary and expenses was 
$1,666.65, salary and expenses of institute instructors was 
$3,813.14, while expenses for summer schools amounted to 
$565.75 in the 1900-1901 school session.
Superintendent Calhoun's views were similar to those 
of Wilbur H. Kramer, Superintendent of St. Mary Parish. In
41Ibid., pp. 129-30.
Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1900-1901 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1902),
pp. 159, 245.
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St. Mary Parish, institutes were held twice a year on a 
district level, three meetings were conducted at the parish 
seat, and, during the summer of 1900, an institute of one- 
month's duration was held.
Kramer reported that institutes were well attended 
by the general public and teachers. The general public 
learned to appreciate more fully the school system of the 
parish, and the teachers obtained a better understanding of 
the work expected of them. For teachers who attended summer 
sessions, Kramer recommended that the parish school board 
should reimburse them $20.00 for salary and expenses.
In 1902, according to Superintendent Calhoun, thirty- 
five parishes voted special taxes for school purposes, since 
entertainment such as picnics, barbeques, concerts, and 
other modes of raising money were somewhat unreliable 
sources of school funds. The General Assembly, despite the 
many demands upon the public treasury, appropriated for the
support of public schools, State institutions and teachers'
43institutes the magnificent amount of $750,000.00..
Calhoun was succeeded in office by J. B. Aswell in
^3Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, 1902-1903 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1940),
on. 14-17.t  i  * *
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
46
441904. James B. Aswell was admirably fitted by education 
and experience to assume the educational leadership of the 
State.^ He was an eloquent educational speaker, and he 
traveled throughout the State speaking to audiences every­
where in hopes of creating interest in public education.
His reputation as a speaker attracted many people who were 
not interested in supporting public schools but who usually 
left the meetings with a new point of view toward public 
education. Through his efforts, a turning point in public 
education was achieved. ^
Superintendent Aswell stated that much of the educa­
tional enthusiasm stirred in the people of the State was 
traceable to the stimulus given through institutes and 
summer schools.^ Once the public was aroused to the need 
for good schools, it was necessary to make them feel that
^M. S. Robertson, Public Education in Louisiana After 
1898 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, 1952), pp.
33-34. Prior to 1904 Aswell organized the Calhoun School in 
Ouachita Parish and was active in institute work. As a 
result of his successful educational work, he was appointed 
State Institute Conductor and a member of the State Normal 
School faculty. From 1900 to 1904 he served as President 
of Louisiana Industrial Institute.
^Harris, op. cit., p. 84. ^^xbid., pp. 94-95.
^7Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Education, 1904-1905, op. cit., p. 4.
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they must have good schools and that local taxation was one 
method of acquiring the desired schools.^® He was also an 
active supporter of the million dollar state bond issue for 
school buildings, an issue which was defeated in 1904.
Superintendent Aswell recognized the needs of rural 
communities because most of the trained teachers were 
employed in towns. He felt that the practice of sending 
young and inexperienced teachers to rural communities was 
most p e r n i c i o u s H e  thought that summer normals would 
render valuable services to rural teachers and create better 
public opinion in the rural communities toward public educa­
tion.
Aswell increased the prerogatives of the State Super­
intendent through legislative action.-*® State teachers' 
certificates were issued by the State Superintendent in 
1904, although Parish Superintendents continued to issue 
teachers' certificates for their respective parishes (see 
Plates 1, 2, and 3 in the Appendix for Parish Teacher
^Robertson, op. cit., p. 34.
^ E. L. Stephens, "Chancellor Aswell," The Louisiana 
School Review, XIV (March, 1907), p. 244.
50carnie William McGinty, A History of Louisiana (New 
York? Rxnofiitinn Press. 1951^. n. 249. -------------    f ----    7 * -------- f  9 IT * - • • • *
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Certificates and Plates 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 in the Appendix 
for State Teacher Certificates). Parish superintendents 
were required to pass examinations in order to obtain the 
chief educational position in the parish. Parish school 
boards were required to supplement local school libraries, 
and institute instructors and conductors were given special 
courses for their work. Aswell transferred the position 
of State Institute Conductor from the State Normal School 
to the staff of the State Superintendent of Education in 
Baton Rouge.
Public interest in institutes continued to increase 
and it was manifested by financial support and legislative 
action which upgraded institute work. Financial support 
for institutes continued to increase on the parish level.
Aswell was re-elected to the superintendency of public 
schools in 1908, but resigned shortly thereafter to accept 
the presidency of the Louisiana State Normal School (1908- 
1911).
John Oliver Pettiss, "Development of the Louisiana 
State Normal College" (unpublished Master's thesis, Louisi­
ana State University, Baton Rouge, 1927), p. 63.
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The Louisiana Chautauqua and its Use of 
the Program of Teachers1 Institutes
The Louisiana Chautauqua was an organization which 
assembled outstanding educational and social leaders for 
the purposes of sharing literary, educational, and scien­
tific ideas with persons who were interested in cultural 
advancement. Activities carried on by institutes soon 
became a part of the Chautauqua program and served as an 
integral part of the movement to inform the public of the 
need for better educational facilities. The Louisiana 
Chautauqua developed because of the need for cultural 
enlightenment and because Louisiana's leading citizens con­
tributed their time and knowledge for its success. Louisi­
ana's Chautauqua became a reality seventeen years after the
52original Chautauqua in New York was formed. Some facts 
concerning the New York Chautauqua are presented in this 
study because the Louisiana Chautauqua was organized and 
developed by Louisiana educators, the New York unit serving 
as a pattern.,
Reverend Lewis Smith of Akron, Ohio, and Bishop J. H.
-^H. £• Townsend, "A History of the Louisiana Chau­
tauqua" (unpublished Master's thesis, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge, 1929), p. 1.
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Vincent of New York were instrumental in organizing a Sunday 
School Assembly at Chautauqua, New York. There was a need 
for trained Sunday School teachers; therefore, a curriculum 
was developed consisting of the following courses: pedagogy,
Biblical analysis, and organization and management of Sunday 
School. Activities which were not specifically related to 
Sunday School were added as recreational exercises and
C Olectures.
The New York Chautauqua, which was established on 
August 4, 1874, and extended to August 18, 1874, was the 
first or mother of hundreds of local or state Chautauquas.
In 1878, a Literary and Scientific Circle was formed and in 
1879 a summer college was added to the New York Chautauqua. 
Dr. Harper, President of the University of Chicago, advocated 
a course for training public school teachers at the Chautau­
qua as part of the summer school. In 1885, a Correspondence 
College was added which allowed teachers to continue their 
work during the school session. This Correspondence Col­
lege was an outgrowth of a language class of 1879 by means 
of which students were able to continue their work by mail.
5^Loc. cit.
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Financing and organizing of correspondence courses was 
completed in 1885. A correspondence diploma was granted 
to those who completed four different courses.
Interest in and continued information about the New 
York Chautauqua spread throughout the United States through 
its Literary and Scientific Circle members. The time was 
ripe for a Chautauqua movement in Louisiana. In 1883, a 
Louisiana Chautauqua was discussed at Homer, Louisiana, 
during a Louisiana Educational Association meeting. Some 
of the interested persons were: J. W. Nicholson, a county
school teacher, G. D. Alexander, T. S. Schly, Mrs. Schly,
P. A. Smith, A. C. Calhoun, and Mrs. Perryman.
In 1890, plans for a Louisiana Chautauqua crystallized 
at an educational association meeting in Shreveport, Colonel 
Thomas D. Boyd, a prominent educator; T. Sambola Jones, a 
brilliant lawyer; and T. K. Fount LeRoy, a minister were 
appointed as a committee to perfect the organization by 
securing a charter and completing the legal aspects for 
estab 1 ishing a Chautauqua. 4
Griffin Springs was selected as the site for Louisi­
ana's Chautauqua. It was located one and one-half miles
54Ibid., p. 5.
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from Ruston, Louisiana, and bordered on the Arkansas South­
ern Railway property. The land was donated to the Chautauqua 
Company by W. W. Boze. Its beautiful landscape was a con­
tributing factor to the Chautauqua Company's success. A 
spring with water containing medicinal minerals and the 
absence of mosquitoes added to the conveniences.
Colonel Boyd and the legislative committee were sup­
ported in their undertaking by H. H. Hargrove of the Picayune 
staff, Judge A. A. Gunby of Monroe, Colonel L. M. Kidd, and
Dr. Alphonse De Seay of Ruston.^ In September of 1890, the
Sficharter was drawn up at the courthouse at Ruston. ° The 
Louisiana Chautauqua was chartered as a stock company on a 
non-profit basis for literary, educational, and scientific 
purposes. Two hundred shares of stock were sold throughout 
the State for ten dollars a share.
Mrs. Mattie Williams, a teacher from Shreveport, was 
the moving spirit in creating this unique organization.57 
Others contributing to its organization and support were 
Allen Barksdale, F. W. Price, J. A. Polland, M. S. Standifer,
55Editorial in the Louisiana Populist, November 16,
1894.
56a . A. Gunby, Louisiana Chautauqua Memorial (Monroe, 
Louisiana: Gunby, 1908), p. 3.
■"Harris, op. c m ., p. 10.
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F. T. Slaton, J. 0. Colvin, W. W. Booles, E. L. Holland, 
Eugene Howard, and S. S. Gullott.
The Louis iana Chautauqua was opened in the summer of 
1891 and was continued each year during the summer until 
1906. In 1892, a summer normal school was added to its pro­
gram. Outstanding men in their fields were invited to the 
Chautauqua where lectures, readings, and concerts were held. 
All institutions of higher learning were represented. 
Louisiana State University sent J. W. Nicholson, W. C.
Stubbs, W. D. Prescott, B. B„ Ross, and S. L. Smith. Other . 
educators present were: Professor H. E. Chambers, Profes­
sor C. E. Byrd, Miss Clara Baer, Professor R. A. Smith, W.
J. Roberts, G. W. Thigpen, Professor Alcee Fortier, B. C. 
Caldwell, M. G. Brumbaugh, Miss Grace Kellogg, J. H. Dillard, 
V. B. Dixon, Misses M. W. Richardson, Bessie H. Russell, 
and Marion Brown.
Chautauqua managers had many duties to perform and 
they served without salary even though their duties required 
a great deal of time during the year. In addition to the 
programs the managers were responsible for transportation, 
housing, grounds, and decorations. Transportation rates
58Gunby, o p. cit.. p. 5.
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were usually reduced to induce large numbers of visitors to
attend.59
Lecturers and instructors were carefully chosen for 
their tasks. For lecturers the program included William 
Jennings Bryan, Dr. T. DeWitt Talmadge, Thomas E. Watson, 
"Bob” and "Alf" Taylor, Sam Jones and others of national 
prominence.̂ 0
Some of the early managers were Professor H. E. 
Chambers, Mrs. Mattie Williams, and C. E. Byrd. Seventy- 
five teachers attended the first meeting of the Louisiana 
Chautauqua. The program was similar to the one used by the 
New York Chautauqua, as religion was now one of fourteen 
courses presented.
A calendar of the daily exercises of 1895 cited the 
following events for one day:
One-Day Program 
8:00 to 8:30 Open Exercises
8:30 to 9:15 Chemistry, Bookkeeping, Geography 
9:15 to 10:30 U. S. History, Penmanship, Drawing
5^Townsend, op. cit., p. 12.
^Thomas A. Green, "The History of Education in 
Lincoln Parish" (unpublished Master's thesis, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, 1929), p. 38.
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10:30 to 11:00 Psychology, Arithmetic, Literature
11:00 to 12:00 Physiology, Botany, Elocution
12:00 to 1:00 Music, English, Grammar, Physical
Education
Afternoons were devoted to rest and recreation with 
an address by one of the faculty lecturers. Evening ses­
sions included entertainment, concerts, and social diver­
sions. ̂
The first annual summer normal at the Chatauqua was
62held from June 27 to July 22, 1892. The speakers' rostrum 
included some of the outstanding educators of the time, such 
as Superintendent Alexander Hogg of Fort Worth, Texas, who 
lectured on pedogagy and school management; Professor A. L. 
Smith, State Normal School, who discussed history of educa­
tion, geography, reading, language, and government; Profes­
sor H. E. Chambers, Tulane University, who lectured on 
natural sciences, physiology, and hygiene; Professor R. L. 
Himes discussed arithmetic, algebra, and bookkeeping; Miss 
Mary L. Hogg, Lassell Seminary, was responsible for singing 
and physical culture; Professor B. B. Ross, Louisiana State 
University, lectured on chemistry; Professor Alcee Fortier,
ST-Ibid., p. 24. 62xbid., p. 83.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
56
Tulane University, expounded on history and literature of 
Louisiana. Other lecturers were Reverend Sam Jones, Bill 
Orp, Frank Beard, Honorable John Temple Graves, and Dr.
£ ORobert Nourse. J
Teachers and laymen were able to share intellectual 
experiences. Professional zeal and esprit-de-corps were 
predominant at the Chautauqua meetings.^ These Chautauqua 
meetings evolved into regular state summer normals to which 
the faculty of the State Normal School contributed greatly.
Thomas A. Green in his work concerning the Louisiana 
Chautauqua concluded that “the Summer Institute held each 
year in connection with the Chautauqua was a potent factor 
in the development of public education in the parish." 
Teachers were given opportunities for contacts with co­
laborers, and for hearing the messages of the greatest 
lecturers of the day.-'
President Boyd of the State Normal School was given 
credit for securing aid from the Peabody Board for the first
63npeabody Summer Normal School," The Normal Light,
I (May, 1892), p. 7.
fr̂Tbid., p. 6.
65creen, o£. cit., p. 29.
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summer normal institute. Also, he participated as a teach­
er. r . L. Himes, a member of the State Normal School's 
faculty, conducted reading circles prior to the opening of 
the Chautauqua programs. During the reading circle period, 
teachers gathered at the Louisiana Chautauqua and completed 
the year's reading materials for the Chautauqua in New York.
The summer institutes at the Chautauqua were financed 
(1) through grants by the Peabody Board, and (2) through 
nominal fees paid by teachers. Occasionally, further funds 
were provided by the Chautauqua. Finally, the State Depart­
ment of Education became responsible for the finances of 
summer institutes, since their contribution to public 
education warranted such support.
STATE NORMAL SCHOOL'S ROLE IN 
DEVELOPING INSTITUTES
Faculty and Curriculum
State Superintendent Fay, in his biennial report of 
1880-1881, recommended to the General Assembly that a normal 
department should be added to the Louisiana State University 
and Agricultural and Mechanical College to train teachers
^Editorial in the Daily Picayune, May 14, 1894.
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for public schools. In 1882, J. L. M. Curry, General Agent
for the Peabody Fund, was interested in establishing a normal
school in Louisiana and encouraging teachers' institutes
instead of adding normal departments at individual schools.
Since a dire need for a state-normal school was apparent, a
bill was introduced in the legislature in 1884 by Judge
William Seay of Caddo to establish a State Normal School in
fi7the town of Natchitoches. The people of Natchitoches were 
represented by Captain Leopold Caspari.
Captain Caspari was given credit for the choice of 
Normal Hill, formerly the Bullard estate located near 
Natchitoches, as the site for the Louisiana State Normal 
School. Normal Hill and the 107 acres of land were once 
owned by the wife of Charles Bullard. ° The Bullard estate 
was purchased in 1856 for a convent by the Ladies of Sacred 
Heart and was abandoned by them in 1875. In 1884 the Bullard 
mansion was purchased jointly by the town and parish of 
Natchitoches for $6,000.69 The property was donated to the
f. 7Acts Passed by the General Assembly, 1884, op. cit.,
p. 60.
^Hampton Carver, "The Normal School" (Natchitoches: 
Documentary History and Abstract, 1957), p. 1.
69jbid., pp. 166-68.
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State for a normal school. Between the closing of the con­
vent and the opening of the State Normal School, the academic 
needs of students in the Natchitoches area were served by 
the Mary Hunter School.
The first Board of Administrators of the State Normal 
School consisted of the following persons: David Pierson,
E. E. Buckner, Hugh B. Walmsley, Leopold Caspari and Thomas
P. Chaplin. Pierson was elected President, Chaplin, Secre-
70tary, and Walmsley, Treasurer,
The presidency of the faculty was tendered to Colonel
S. H. Lockett, formerly of the State University, who, because
71of a previous commitment, declined. Dr. Edward E. Sheib 
was appointed President of the State Normal School in 1885.
He was a graduate of Leipzig University and taught at Jena 
under Professor Ziller. In addition to Dr. Sheib, Miss 
Nettie Rousseau and Professor Earl Grace constituted the 
faculty. In time, the faculty increased and some of Louisi­
ana's most distinguished educators served in the school.
The State Normal School's function was to train new 
teachers for the public schools of the state and to increase
^ Minutes of the Board of Administrators, State Normal 
School of Louisiana (Natchitoches: Louisiana State Normal
School, 1884), p. 1.
^Ibid., pp. 2-3.
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the efficiency of those teachers already in the field. In
addition to its regular course of study, a series of
teachers1 institutes was initiated by the faculty of the
State Normal School as required by legislative action.^
Financial support for these institutes was contributed by
the Peabody Fund and local sources.
The following branches of study were prescribed for
the State Normal School course of study in 1885:73
















Philosophy of Education 
Science and Art of Teaching 
Psychology
7^Acts passed by the General Assembly, 1884, op. cit.,
p. 61.
7^Circular of the State Normal School of Louisiana, 
1885-1886 (New Orleans: A. W. Hyatt, Stationers and Printer,
1885), p. 12.





The above courses were appropriate for institute work. 
The State Normal School's teachers and equipment were avail­
able to the people of cities, towns and, especially, rural 
areas for institute work.
Selected Institute Conductors Under the Auspices 
of the President of the State Normal School and 
the State Superintendent of Public Education
In the ensuing years the following faculty members 
played a prominent role in institute work: Alby L. Smith,
R. L. Himes, Miss Bessie Russell, T. D. Boyd, E. L. Stephens, 
Miss Agnes Morris, B. C. Caldwell, Mrs. L. C. McVoy, Miss 
Henrietta Lewis, Miss Jessie Bowden, George Williamson,
James B. Aswell, J. E. Keeny, Henry E. Chambers, Charles 
Me D. Puckett, Martin Brumbaugh, T. H. Harris, V. P. Roy,
L. J. Alleman, and C. A. Ives.
The first Board of Administrators of the State Normal 
School made it possible for Dr, Sheib to conduct an insti­
tute in the spring of 1885. He was assisted by Charles 
Puckett, Professor Earl Grace, and Charles L. Patton.^
74P a «- 4* 4 a e* />n n A1* J L O  0  y V y  » W 4 . W  • ) ^
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Dr. Sheib conducted an institute in New Orleans, with State 
Superintendent Warren Easton and Colonel Nicholson assist­
ing. In June of 1885, R. E. Chambers and Dr. Sheib conduct­
ed an institute in New Iberia.
Superintendent Easton worked vigorously on state and 
national levels for the advancement of teachers' institutes 
As President of the Department of Superintendents, he co­
operated with United States Commissioner of Education,
General John Eaton, in planning programs. "Teachers' Insti­
tutes" was considered as a topic for the Department of 
Superintendents' meetings. On the state level,Easton worked 
co-operatively with the agent of the Peabody Fund who 
generously financed institutes until the State Legislature 
made funds available for this purpose.
In 1888 Dr. Sheib resigned from the presidency of the 
State Normal School in order to accept the Chair of Pedagogy, 
at the University of South Carolina. Professor Alby Smith 
of the State Normal School's faculty filled the position of 
President until Colonel Thomas D. Boyd was appointed in July,
75Warren Easton, "Teachers' Institutes," Journal of 
Education, VII (A^ril, 1885), pp. 60-61.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
63
7fi1888. Professor Smith's institute work was cited at the 
State Normal School's board meeting in 1888 while the Board 
Members were considering him for the presidency.
The first State Board of Administrators for the State 
Normal School was organized in 1888. Under this plan six 
competent white citizens were appointed by the State Board 
of Education, one from each of the five circuits of the 
Courts of Appeals and one from the City of Natchitoches.
The following persons constituted the Board: Honorable W.
H. Wise of Shreveport, President; J. A. Ducournau, Treasurer; 
Thomas P. Chaplin of Natchitoches, Secretary; and as members,
A. B. Cooper, Second Circuit, Richland Parish; R. P. Hunter, 
Third Circuit, Rapides Parish; H. L. Favrot, Fourth Circuit, 
West Baton Rouge Parish; Don Caffery, Fifth Circuit, St.
Mary Parish; and Dr. Z. T. Gallion of Natchitoches.
Many institutes were held while Colonel Boyd was 
President of the State Normal School. Some of the following 
are examples: Professor Alby L. Smith was institute con­
ductor during the summer of 1889 and held institutes at the 
following places: Acadia, Monroe, Amite City, Lafayette,
76circular of the State Normal School of Louisiana, 
1890-1891 (New Orleans: L. Graham, Book and Job Printer,
1890), p. 4.
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and Coushatta. Professor Smith was assisted by Professor 
B. G. Cole, Miss Sallie Phillips, Miss Mary Washington, and 
Miss A. L. Fairfield. All were members of the State Normal 
School's faculty with the exception of Miss Fairfield who 
was from New York City College.During 1893, R. L. Himes. 
Martin G. Brumbaugh, and B. C. Caldwell were appointed as 
institute conductors. Table II cites the institutes held 
in Louisiana in 1893.
Thomas D. Boyd was President of the State Normal 
School from July 2, 1888, to August 1, 1896. He not only 
organized and systematized teachers' institutes but he also 
added outstanding men and women to the faculty. Two of the 
most outstanding men employed by Colonel Boyd were Martin G. 
Brumbaugh and B. C. Caldwell. The latter succeeded Colonel 
Boyd as President of the State Normal School. Colonel 
Boyd's farsighted plans were invaluable in promoting public 
education in the State. His able leadership enabled him to 
stimulate his associates in order to accomplish many
^ Report of the Board of Administrators of the Louis i- 
ana State Normal School (New Orleans: Ernest Marchand,
1890), p. 15.


















STATE TEACHERS' INSTITUTES HELD IN LOUISIANA DURING 1893
Place Date White Colored Total Instructors
Lake Charles May 15-June 9 60 -- 60 R. L. Himes, C. E. Bucher, 
Thomas Dale, Miss Burt
Thibodaux June 5-June 9 107 77 184 Brumbaugh and Showalter
Ba.strop June 5-June 9 29 29 Himes and Showalter
Crowley June 5-June 9 60 1 61 Caldwell, Miss Russell and
Richardson
Plaquemine June 12-June 16 38 14 52 Brumbaugh, Showalter, and 
Caldwell
Minden June 12-June 16 78 29 107 Himes and WiIlianson
Opelousas June 12-June 16 85 15 100 Caldwell, Miss Russell,
Richardson and Brumbaugh
Baton Rouge June 19-June 23 141 50 191 Brumbaugh, Caldwell, Miss
Russell, and Richardson
Mansfield June 19-June 23 67 33 100 Himes, Williamson, Showalter
Jena \ June 26-June 27 60 - - 60 Brumbaugh and Showalter
Montgomery June 26-June 30 51 4 55 Himes and Williamson
Ruston June 26-July 7 56 -- 56 Caldwell, Miss Russell, Richard­
son, Brumbaugh, and Himes




In 1889 Colonel Boyd recommended that large numbers 
of one-day institutes be held during the regular session and 
one-month institutes during the summer months. He advocated 
that, in selecting public school teachers, preference be 
given to teachers who attended summer institutes when all
other qualifications were equal. Institute work increased
/
and, by 1894, the State Superintendent of Public Education 
and the President of the State Normal School were authorized 
by legislative action to supervise institute work in the 
State and to appoint a State Institute Conductor. Prior to 
this action, the President of the State Normal School, a 
training school teacher, or some other member of the faculty 
would act as the Institute Conductor
78«Fiftieth Anniversary of the Legislature Estab­
lishing the Louisiana State Normal College" (Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, April 13-14, 1934), pp. 99-101. When T. D. Boyd 
accepted the presidency of the State Normal School he was 
only thirty-four years of age. He assured the State Normal 
School Board members that he knew nothing of normal schools, 
yet under his administration Louisiana State Normal became 
the best in the southern states, according to J. L. M. Curry, 
the General Agent of the Peabody Fund, which at that time was 
devoted almost exclusively to the development of teacher- 
training work in the United States.
79Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1894 (Baton Rouge: 
Advocate Office, 1894), p. 73.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
67
Professor Caldwell who was appointed the first State 
Institute Conductor came to Louisiana as an institute lec­
turer from M i s s o u r i .^  xn 1894, he was appointed State 
Institute Conductor and two years later he became President 
of the State Normal School. He collaborated with Superin­
tendent Joseph V. Calhoun, 1896-1904, and Superintendent 
James B. Aswell, 1904-1908, on institute work. The follow­
ing educational leaders served as State Institute Conductors 
with President Caldwell: R. L. Himes, 1896-1897, James B.
Aswell, 1897-1900, Henry E. Chambers, 1900-1901, and James 
E. Keeny, 1901-1908.
President Caldwell stated in his biennial report to 
the State Superintendent of Education that,
The popular movement for better schools, known 
as the educational campaign, has aroused whole com­
munities to active effort and has yielded visible 
results in new schoolhouses, more liberal appro­
priations by police juries, and especially in levy­
ing special taxes for school purposes in a number of 
parishes, and in wards and districts of other 
parishes,
Institutes are the great recruiting stations for 
the army of teachers. Young men and women who attend 
the institute meetings learn of the inviting field 
open to them and at the same time they learn the 
qualifications demanded for this service. Many of
®0pettiss, op. cit., p. 44.
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them go from the institute to a training school to 
fit themselves for the office of teacher and many 
of those who have served for years in humble posi­
tions at meagre [sic] salaries are inspired to per­
fect their training for better positions and better 
pay.81
President Caldwell was succeeded by his former State 
Institute Conductor, James B. Aswell, in 1908. Professor 
Caldwell was an able administrator who was sympathetic 
toward the needs of students. His trusting faith in students 
won him an admirable place with many patrons of the school. 
President Caldwell's popularity created certain problems for 
his successor, the dynamic and energetic James B. Aswell.
Aswell was reared in a rural community near Ruston, 
Louisiana, and was educated during a period when finances 
for free public education were very meager. His early 
education was acquired largely from his mother. He attend­
ed Arcadia Male and Female College, and also matriculated at 
Peabody College of Nashville where he received a B.S. degree 
in 1893. Aswell taught school at Indian Village, Louisiana. 
In 1897, he was appointed State Institute Conductor. From 
1900 to 1904, Aswell was President of Louisiana Polytechnic
8biennial Report of the State Superintendent of
Public Education to the General Assembly of the State of
Louisiana, 1902-1903 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1904), p.
149.
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Institute. In 1904, he was elected State Superintendent of 
Public Education. He served as President of the State Normal 
School from 1908 to 1911. In these positions he did excel­
lent work toward arousing statewide interest in the profes­
sional training of public school teachers.^
Victor Leander Roy succeeded Aswell as President of 
the State Normal School and served from 1911-1927. He 
received an A.B. degree from Louisiana State University in 
1890 and an A.M. degree from Tulane University in 1925.
From 1897 to 1901, he was principal of Marksville High 
School. He was Superintendent of Avoyelles Parish from 1904 
to 1909. He served as joint Superintendent of Avoyelles and 
Lafayette parishes from 1907 to 1908.
Although he participated in many teachers’ institutes, 
he was especially impressed with the Plaucheville Teachers’ 
Institute in 1907. According to Roy, this was an outstanding 
example of public interest and participation. One hundred 
ten teachers received board and room free from people in the 
area of Plaucheville during the week-end of the institute. 
Transportation was provided by townspeople's donating the
82pettiss, op. cit., p. 46.
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use of their buggies.^3
During Roy's administration as President of the State 
Normal School, institute work was a function of parish 
superintendents. From his experience in numerous education­
al positions and as author of a course of study for institutes, 
Roy was thoroughly familiar with the needs of public educa­
tion and teacher training. Summer schools and extension 
work were advocated by Roy to supplement the institutes in 
meeting the needs of teachers in the field.^
DEVELOPMENT OF INSTITUTE "TAWS
Special Legislation, Board of 
State Institute Managers
During the developmental years of the teachers' 
institute movement, the Louisiana Legislatures granted 
increased funds and enacted institute laws as urged by the 
Presidents of the State Normal School and State Superinten­
dents of Public Education.
^interview, V. L. Roy, May 22, 1956, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
^Minutes of the Board of Administrators (Natchitoches: 
Louisiana State Normal School, 1919), n.p.
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The General Assembly of the State of Louisiana speci­
fically stated in 1884 that the Normal School faculty was 
required to hold at least three teachers' institutes of not 
less than two weeks each at different points over the 
Stated Dr. E. E. Sheib, President of the State Normal 
School, was the first institute conductor under the organ­
ized institute movement.
In 1888 many specific requirements for teachers' 
institutes were enacted by the Louisiana Legislature.
Parish superintendents were authorized to hold institutes 
for the improvement of teachers and for public school 
advancement in the parishes. Parish institutes were not 
mandatory but were encouraged. Appointment of institute 
managers for school districts was stipulated as a preroga­
tive of parish superintendents.®® President Boyd was 
responsible for conducting state institutes; but he delegated 
this authority to members of his faculty in order to extend 
state services. He also recognized the need of a State 
Institute Conductor because institutes were increasing on
85Acts Passed by the General Assembly, 1884, loc.
cit.
8®Acts and Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1888 
(Baton Rouge: Leon Jastremski, state printer, 1888), p. 98.
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both parish and State levels.
In 1894, the General Assembly stipulated that the 
State Superintendent of Public Education and the President 
of the State Normal School were to select an experienced 
Institute Conductor who was to perform the immediate duties 
of institute work in the State. The State Institute Con­
ductor's salary was not to exceed $1,000 which was to be 
paid out of the funds granted by the Peabody Trustees for 
institute work. The said Institute Conductor was to be 
appointed for one year and to be an ex-officio member of the 
faculty of the State Normal School.®7
The State Superintendent of Public Education, Presi­
dent of the State Normal School, and the State Institute 
Conductor were designated as State Institute Managers by the 
General Assembly of the State of Louisiana in 1894. State 
Institute Managers were authorized to prescribe the order
i
and the character of institute exercises and to take action 
on any other matters they deemed necessary for the success 
of institute work. They were to be assisted by the faculty 
of the State Normal School to accomplish the above
&7Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State
of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1894, loc. cit.
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purpose.88 Faculty members were not to receive compensation 
for their services, except actual traveling expenses, unless 
they were participating in summer institute work. State 
Institute Conductors were required to submit an exhaustive 
annual report of institute activities to the President of 
the State Normal School who, in turn, submitted the report 
to the State Superintendent of Public Education for publica­
tion in his biennial report to the Governor.
In 1902, the General Assembly stated that the State 
Superintendent and the President of the State Normal School 
constituted a Board of State Institute M a n a g e r s . They 
were therefore charged to select an experienced State 
Institute Conductor who was to have general charge of summer 
normal schools. The Board of State Institute Managers was 
reorganized in 1910 by the General Assembly and was composed 
of the following persons: State Superintendent of Public
Education, President of Louisiana State University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, President of Louisiana
88l o c. cit.
89Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1902 (Baton Rouge: 
Advocate Office, 1902), pp. 418-19.
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State Normal School, President of Louisiana Industrial 
Institute, President of Southwestern Louisiana Industrial 
Institute, and Superintendent of Public Education of the 
Parish of Orleans.^ They were to select an experienced 
State Institute Conductor who was to act as Secretary to 
the Board and to devise programs for institute work. The 
Board of Institute Managers was also responsible for formu­
lating a State Reading Course.
In 1912, the Board of State Institute Managers was 
abolished and their duties were performed by the State
qiBoard of Education. The need for a State Institute Con­
ductor was gradually declining and, by 1914, the duties of 
the State Institute Conductor were assigned to the Chairman 
of the Teacher Examining Committee. In 1922, the State 
Board of Education was required to work with parish school 
boards in conducting institutes and in doing anything they 
could to improve the training of teachers engaged in public 
school work. The State School Board was charged with the
90Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1910 (Baton Rouge:
New Advocate Office, 1910), pp. 369-70.
91-Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1912 (Baton Rouge: 
Ramires-Jones, Printing Company, 1912), pp. 474-75.
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responsibility for selecting professional books for insti­
tute work and for providing rules and regulations governing 
institutes
The decline of the State Institute Conductor's posi­
tion was inevitable as the institute movement waned, but a 
brief resume of each State Institute Conductor's work is 
included in this study because he served as an integral 
part of the teachers' institute movement. The State Insti­
tute Conductor was responsible for the organization of State 
one-week institutes and for the selection of special insti­
tute lecturers. He also assisted Parish Superintendents 
when local teachers' associations were organized.
Special lecturers and institute instructors had a 
profound effect on teachers and lay persons. ‘ They rendered 
valuable service in promoting the public school movement in 
the State of Louisiana. Some of the early lecturers and 
instructors were: Martin Brumbaugh, D. B. Showalter, Bruce
S. Landis, Agnes Morris, Bessie V. Russell and Edwin L. 
Stephens.
92Acts Passed by the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1922 (Baton Rouge:
Ramires-Jones, Printing Company, 1922), p. 267.




Superintendent A. D. Lafargue and T. D. Boyd, Presi­
dent of the State Normal School, selected B. C. Caldwell as 
the first State .Institute Conductor in 1894.93 He was 
charged with the immediate responsibility of institute work 
in the State. His salary was stipulated by legislative 
action as $1,000 a year, money which was paid out of Peabody 
Funds or by appropriations from the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana.
Institute Conductor Caldwell was appointed for one 
year and was an ex-officio member of the State Normal School 
faculty. He performed duties prescribed by the Board of 
Administrators of the said institution and received compensa­
tion for such. The State Institute Conductor was assisted 
by members of the faculty and those appointed by the State 
Superintendent of Public Education and the President of the 
State Normal School. Superintendent Lafargue, President 
Boyd, and Institute Conductor Caldwell constituted the State
93Report of the President of Louisiana State Normal 
School, 1896 (Shreveport: A. P. Ogilvie, printer, 1896),
pp. 10-12.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
77
Q/,Institute Managers. H
Caldwell had five years of institute experience in 
Louisiana prior to his appointment as State Institute Con­
ductor. In 1894, he planned a summer school program for the 
following four summers. Four weeks of work were planned for 
each summer term and these sessions were held in Lake 
Charles, Amite City, Opelousas, and New Roads during 1894- 
1895. Fourteen one-week teachers' institutes were planned 
for the first year by Caldwell.
R. L. Himes
Professor Himes was a member of the State Normal 
School faculty from 1890 to 1898. He was elected State 
Institute Conductor in August, 1896.^5
Institute work in the State consisted of local one- 
day institutes, one-week institutes, and Summer Normal 
Schools. Permissive legislation by the General Assembly of 
the State authorized parish superintendents to hold monthly 
parish institutes of one or two days. Parish superinten­
dents were to seek help from teachers and the State Institute
94-Lqc . cit.
95pettiss, 0£. cit., p. 43.
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Conductor. It was the aim of State Institute Conductor 
Himes to assist these institutes and encourage them in every 
way possible. He rendered assistance chiefly in the follow­
ing ways:
1. Assisted in organizing local teachers’ associa­
tions.
2. Addressed teacher associations already estab­
lished.
3. Planned programs.
Nine parish associations were organized and each 
superintendent was furnished with a detailed plan for 
organizing and conducting parish institutes. Parish super­
intendents also received instructional plans for the advance 
ment of teachers, for solving local school problems and for 
encouraging active support of patrons.
Conductor Himes felt that local institutes, when 
properly managed, kept teachers out of ruts and developed 
enthusiasm in their work. Institutes helped to discover 
school defects, and recommendations for improvements were 
made. Local institutes reached people. During the 1896- 
1897 school session, Conductor Himes came in contact with 
three hundred thirty-two teachers and numerous patrons who 
previously had not attended one-week institutes or Summer
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Normal Schools.
On August 13, 1897, State Institute Conductor Himes 
reported to President B. C. Caldwell of the Louisiana State 
Normal School that twenty-two one-week institutes were con­
ducted in the State. These one-week institutes were held 
between December 14, 1896, and August 6, 1897. In addition 
to the State Institute Conductor, the following persons 
assisted with the institute work: Miss L. J. Lawless, D. B.
Showalter, Miss Agnes Morris, Charles G. Shaffer, J. E.
Keeny, J. B. Aswell, C. E. Byrd, Edgar W. Taylor, B. S. 
Landis, and J. E. King.
These one-week institutes were held at the following 
places: Crowley, Mansfield, Minden, Thibodaux, Colfax, New
Iberia, Benton, Luling, Natchitoches, Bastrop, Leesville, 
Arcadia, Shreveport, Clinton, Monroe, Houma, Coushatta,
Denham Springs, Vernon, Lake Charles, DonaIdsonvi1le, and 
Harner. One thousand two hundred forty-four teachers attend­
ed the institutes. The objective of each institute was to 
inform teachers and patrons of educational matters. One part 
of the institute work was devoted to teachers and the other 
to patrons.
Popular lectures were addressed to patrons, yet 
teachers rarely failed to attend the popular sessions. Many
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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citizens attended the teachers’ sessions also. A conserva­
tive estimate of the number of citizens who attended these 
twenty-two institutes was four thousand. The leading topics 
discussed at popular institute sessions were: better teach­
ers, improved schoolhouses, regular attendance, closer 
supervision, and larger appropriations for schools.
In 1897, a series of Summer Normal Schools was con­
ducted similar to those of previous years. The practice 
school which was introduced at a Lake Charles Summer Normal 
School in 1893 was the major phase of the 1897 summer 
school.^
Conductor Himes stated that over two hundred teachers 
were interested in a teacher’s reading course as a part of 
institute work. A circular explaining the reading course 
known as the "Teachers’ Reading Circle” was made a part of 
his annual report to the President of the Louisiana State 
Normal School. Conductor Himes expected improvement in the 
school system as a result of this systematic reading program.
During Himes' term as State Institute Conductor, he 
addressed 2,380 teachers of whom 450 were colored and 1,930
^ B i e n n i a l  Report of the State Super in t enden t of 
Public Education to the General Assembly, 1896-1897 (Baton 
Rouge: The Advocate, official journal, 1898), pp. 119-27.
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were white. Six thousand five hundred people representing 
thirty-five communities were addressed upon educational 
topics of the day. Approximately $50,000.00 was spent for 
institute expenses during the 1896-1897 school session.
Himes stated that,
All classes of teachers, from the humblest 
teacher in the rural schools to the learned 
university professor, have joined enthusiastic­
ally in the work, and we confidently look with 
commensurate results in our schools.97
James Benjamin Aswell
James B. Aswell was State Institute Conductor from 
1897 to 1900. He was considered an excellent teacher and 
eloquent speaker. Audiences throughout the State were 
attracted by his reputation. He attempted to convince them 
that money invested in education was an investment for their 
children. His genial smile and hearty handshake, coupled 
with his speaking ability stimulated both teachers and 
patrons.
Aswell believed that one-week institutes presented 
ample opportunities for teachers and patrons to catch the
97ibid., p. 128.
9®Robertson, loc. cit.
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spirit of school interest for general progress. Topics for 
discussion at such meetings were "The Relations of Teachers 
to the Community," "The Qualities and Needs of Teachers," 
and "How to Interest Older People in School Work."
As State Institute Conductor, Aswell advocated the
QQfollowing aims for one-week institutes in 1899:
1. To inspire the teachers with higher ideals 
and greater enthusiasm.
2. To cause a deeper interest in child-study 
and a keener sympathy for child life.
3. To form the strongest possible bond of fellow­
ship and cooperative love between patron and teacher 
--between teacher and child.
4. To give the teacher a thirst for truth and a
desire to bear its messages to children.
■> Ta ronofll (-ho noodo nf f-ho e<-*ViQr>1 c and arnncoV | x w  4. V  T V%* * V <MV/ v A* w «•«. w V*>5 -w
enthusiasm for supplying these needs.
6. To present model lessons in teaching and 
exemplify the best and most economical methods of 
teaching the common branches.
7. To impart information and stimulate sustained 
effort in self-improvement.
8. To portray the signs and qualities of the good 
teacher and the ideal school, encouraging the teachers 
to become the one and approach the other.
^Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education, 1898-1899, op. cit., p. 121.
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In 1899, Conductor Aswell,in his institute report to 
the President of the State Normal School, cited the follow­
ing persons as assistants and lecturers for institute work:
D. B. Showalter, Principal of Monroe City School; B. S. 
Landis, Principal of Winnsboro High School; J. G. Palmer, 
Leesville; C. G. Shaffer, Principal of Lake Charles High 
School; J. N. Yeager and E. F. Gayle of Lake Charles; J. G. 
Haupt, Principal of Jennings High School; G. W. Newman, West 
Feliciana; J. A. Lourev, Bossier; J. A. Williams, Grant; W.
U. Richardson, Bienville; J. U. Denson, Franklin; W. W. Red- 
wine, Lincoln; W. H. Coin, Vernon; J. McNeese, Calcasieu;
J. B. Galloway, Madison; E. M. Corry, Claiborne; N. M. Smith, 
Jackson; Paul Leche, Ascension; and J. L. Williams, De- 
Soto.100
During the 1898-1899 school session, the State 
Institute Conductor addressed 4,707 persons at sixty insti­
tutes as cited in Table III. In addition to the regular 
institutes Aswell lectured at the following places: Rocky
Corner, Alexandria, Friendship, Mims' School House, Eden 
School, Many, Monroe, and Winnsboro. During these meetings, 
a total of 2,250 citizens and 251 teachers were addressed.
IQOlbid., pp. 121-22.


















STATE INSTITUTES HELD DURING THE SCHOOL SESSION OF 1898-1899*
Lectures
Parish Place Conductor Teachers Officers Visitors to
Citizens
Date
W„ Feliciana S t. Franc isv i1le J. B. Aswell 32 3 150 3 Sept. 3-7
Bossier Benton J. B. Aswell 48 6 200 4 Feb. 13-17
Grant Montgomery J. B. Aswell 35 5 320 4 Apr. 10-14
Bienville Bienville J. B. Aswell 66 5 400 7 Apr. 24-28
Vernon Leesville J. G. Palmer 57 1 200 4 May 1-5
Morehouse Bastrop J. B. Aswell 31 4 320 3 May 1-5
Webster Minden J. B. Aswell 53 4 310 4 May 8-12
Acadia Crowley J. B. Aswell 46 4 270 3 May 15-19
Franklin Winnsboro J. B. Aswell 19 4 390 7 May 22-26
Calcasieu Lake Charles C. G. Shaffer 140 9 250 3 May 22-26
Lincoln Ruston J. B. Aswell 70 5 150 1 May 29-Je.2
Madison Tallulah J. B. Aswell 20 4 170 3 June 12-16
Claiborne Homer J. B. Aswell 43 6 200 4 June 26-30
Jackson Vernon C. E. Byrd 43 2 50 1 June 26-30
Ascension DonaIdsonvilie D. B. Showalter 65 3 150 1 June 26-30
DeSoto Mansfield J. B. Aswell 59 2 350 2 Aug. 14-18
TOTALS 827 67 3,880 54
*Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education, 1898-1899 (New 
Orleans: Ernest Marshant"7 state printer, 1890),, p. 119.
OO
85
The purpose of these meetings was to arouse interest in 
education, to strengthen teachers not in institutes and to 
encourage people in their efforts for better schools and 
broader culture. The following year, 1900, fourteen one- 
week institutes and eight four-week summer schools were held 
at the following places: Franklin, Minden, Mansfield, Winns­
boro, Leesburg, Abbeville, Napoleonville, and Ruston.^^
Much progress in the development of public education 
had been made prior to State Institute Conductor Aswell's 
term of office, but his contributions in this endeavor were
most noticeable. A summary of Conductor Aswell's achieve-
102ments follows:
1. Placed teachers' institutes on a sounder basis.
2. Teachers were encouraged and a stronger profes­
sional spirit was created.
3. School patrons were stimulated to greater effort 
to raise funds for new schools and to repair old school 
buildings.
4. Stressed a deeper insight in the teacher's work 
and a keener appreciation of his mission.
101Ibid., p. 122.
102Ibid., p. 118.
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5. Rapid advancement of school interest and general 
progress along educational lines was achieved in the State.
Henry E. Chambers
Henry E. Chambers was a teacher, author, institute 
conductor, journalist and historian. He was graduated from 
the public schools of New Orleans in 1860. Chambers began 
his teaching career at an early age and creditably filled 
the positions of principal and superintendent. He organized 
~ public school systems in Monticelio, Arkansas, and Beaumont, 
T e x a s . I n  1885, he founded the "Progressive Teacher,'1 an 
educational journal, and edited it for four years. From 
1899 to 1900, he was a member of Louisiana State Normal 
School's faculty. On November 1, 1900, Chambers was 
appointed State Institute Conductor.
While State Institute Conductor, Chambers did most of 
the institute work himself instead of relying On assistants. 
He urged the State Institute Board to place teachers' insti­
tute work in the State upon a higher plane than heretofore. 
Conductor Chambers planned teachers' institute programs 
according to the following three purposes:
• ^ Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana, 
op. cit., pp. 344-45.
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1. To give teachers a high regard for their profes-
s ion.
2. To place them in touch with certain significant 
educational and intellectual movements of the day.
3. To give a clear exposition of the basic principles 
of education with as much definite and illustrative applica­
tion as possible.
From November, 1900 to September, 1901, Chambers con­
ducted Peabody Parish Institutes, for one week in each of 
the following parishes: Acadia, Ascension, Assumption,
Bienville, Claiborne, Cameron, Caddo, De Soto, Iberia, 
Jefferson, Lafourche, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, 
Plaquemines, Rapides, St. Martin, St. Tammany, and Union. 
Bossier, Vernon and Webster parish institutes were conducted 
by deputies. One to three nights at each institute were 
devoted to entertainment in connection with the institute 
work. The entertainment was composed of musical, oratorical, 
and elocutionary numbers contributed by local talent and 
popular lectures by the Institute Conductor. The following 
list of topics is an example of the themes used for lectures
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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at the evening sessions
1. The Spirit of the Old South Transmitted to the
New.
2. Southern Heroes of the Recent Fast.
3. Our State and Its History.
4. Success and Its Winning.
Conductor Chambers made the following suggestions in 
his 1900-1901 report to State Superintendent Calhoun concern­
ing teachers' institutes and summer normal schools
1. Organize Summer Normal School districts 
containing three to eight parishes.
2. A Summer Normal School of Methods of higher 
scope than the average Summer Normal School. It 
should be held annually at the State Normal School 
and opened only to teachers who have attended at 
least one session of a regular Summer Normal School.
3. A Normal School for two weeks duration should 
be held frequently for colored teachers.
4. The State Institute Board should be aided 
locally for professional improvement of teachers.
5. Twelve or more parishes which never conformed 
to school law in the matter of teachers' institutes 
and whose school authorities never replied to
^O^Biennial Report of the StatLe. Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly, 1900-1901 (Baton 
Rouge: Advocate, official journal, 1902), pp. 159-60.
1Q5ibid., p. 162.
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communications frpm the State Institute Conductor 
should be reported to the State Board of Educa­
tion.̂ -®̂
Chambers terminated his work as State Institute Con­
ductor on September 1, 1901. His successor was John E, 
Keeny.
John E. Keeny
John E. Keeny completed his education at Ohio North­
ern University and taught at Juniata College in Huntington. 
It was at Juniata College that Keeny became acquainted with 
Martin G. Brumbaugh who later was instrumental in getting 
Keeny to come to Louisiana. He came to Monroe, Louisiana, 
in 1889 and engaged in public school work. He was head of 
the training school at the State Normal School from 1899 to 
1904, when he replaced H. C. Chambers as State Institute 
Conductor.
106Bjennial Report of the State Super intendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly, 1900-1901 (Baton 
Rouge: Advocate, official journal, 1902), p. 159.
l®7kathleen Thai**, Professor J. E. Keeny (New Orleans: 
Pelican Press, 1945), pp. 5-14. John E. Keeny was born on 
December 24, 1860 of German, Welsh, and Dutch heritage. His 
parents, J. G. Keeny and Lydia Solenbarger, and four children 
lived near Carlisle, Pennsylvania. John Keeny received some 
of his early educational training at Sheppensbury Normal in 
1878 and taught school at seventeen years of age. He married 
Prudence Keedy and in 1886 they moved to Newton, Kansas,
where they lived for three years.
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Keeny later became President of Louisiana Industrial 
Institute at Ruston, Louisiana. Keeny spent most of his 
life in the South and was closely associated with institute 
work with which he became familiar at the State Normal 
School.
On August 15, 1907, Conductor Keeny submitted the 
following observations and experiences to the Institute 
Board of Managers concerning his three years of institute 
work in the State.^ 8
1.  A systematic and graded arrangement of the 
courses of work for the one-week institutes, the 
teachers1 association meetings (one- or two-day 
parish institutes), and the summer normal schools 
should be continued and perfected on the bases of 
the plan and purpose of the past few years.
2. The work arranged for the teachers' associa­
tion meetings should include a definite course of 
reading for each of the different grades of teachers 
on the bases of experience, certificate held, and 
character of school to be taught. This course 
should be "required” of all teachers to the end that 
tests may be applied and credit given, for progress 
made on certificates held or applied for in examina­
tion,
3. The system of allowing credits on teachers' 
certificates and examinations for work done in the 
summer normal school has been so practical and
108Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the General Assembly, 1906-1907 (Baton 
Rouge: Daily State Printing Company, State Printer, 1908),
p. 83.
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helpful that the plan should be continued, and 
extended to the end of eliminating the necessity 
for repeated examination on technical phases of 
the subjects on the part of holders of teachers' 
certificates.
4. The plan of conducting separate schools for 
the teachers holding different grades of certificates 
has been practical and successful. I think the plan 
should be continued for at least another year.
5. One of the courses offered in the summer 
normal school for teachers of the highest grade of 
qualification should be adapted to the needs of 
those teachers who are capable of assisting in the 
one-week institute work in the parishes.
6. Every effort should be made to procure 
legislation providing for more opportunities for 
sufficient preparation and training of those who 
would teach in the public schools of our State.
Keeny felt that the institute work conducted during 
the 1906-1907 school session was more systematized and more 
comprehensively planned than that of any previous school 
session. During the 1906-1907 school session, thirty-one 
parishes conducted one-week teachers' institutes, with a 
total attendance of 1,945 teachers and 4,903 visitors.
The following viewpoints were stressed at parish 
teachers' institutes by Conductor Keeny and his deputies. ̂ 9
1. Everywhere there is an abiding faith in the 
necessity of education.
109Ibid., p. 30.
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2. There is a growing conviction that the school 
must relate itself more immediately to life. Educa­
tion should mean increased efficiency in all activi­
ties of life and that the school must re-enforce the 
individual at every turn.
3. There is a sentiment in favor of the schools 
becoming "practical" in their culture.
4. The school must help to make the child at home 
in "his" world.
5. The stationary schoolmaster must look up some 
other calling.
Ten summer normal schools were held in the State 
during 1907. The dates and locations of the normal schools 
are presented in Table IV.
In addition to the teachers from the several parishes 
in the State of Louisiana, forty-three teachers from the 
following states and countries attended Louisiana summer 
normal schools in 1907: Texas, Mississippi, Arkansas,
Arizona, Missouri, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, and Puerto Rico.^^
John Keeny participated in institute work as a 
lecturer and as the first full-time state institute conductor 
under the State Department of Education located in Baton 
Rouge. He recognized the need for public education and 
worked toward getting the people of the state "to want" and
•HQlbid.t pp# 75-81.































June 3-June 28 Jonesville 25 9 12 46
June 3-June 28 Hammond 32 11 14 57
June 3-June 28 Natchitoches 46 31 13 90
June 3-June 28 Napoleonville 21 7 8 36
June 3-June 28 Homer 41 13 11 65
June 3-June 28 Crowley 60 2 10 72
June 3-June 12 Natchitoches 76 35 19 120
June 3-June 12 Lafayette 66 12 14 92
June 3-June 12 Ruston 52 28 15 95
June 3-June 26 Baton Rouge 165 73 38 276
Total 604 221 154 979
VOu>
94
"to support" good school s . D u r i n g  the Superintendents' 
Conference in New Orleans of 1920, he advocated:
1. Conditioning the public attitude toward educa­
tion.
2. The need for Normal School and college graduates 
in public schoolse
3. Importance of finances for desired educational 
prospects.
L. J. Alleman
Conductor Alleman was a college graduate and an
alumnus of the State Normal School. He was successful as a
principal and teacher in the schools of St. Mary Parish and
as Superintendent of Schools of Lafayette Parish. He served
113as State Institute Conductor from 1907 to 1911.
While State Institute Conductor, Alleman reported to
*-^Ibid., p. 24.
e . Keeny, "Teachers' Institutes" (speech 
delivered before the Superintendents' Conference, New 
Orleans, December 16, 1920, Louisiana State University,
,Department of Archives, Box 39), p. 29.
l ^ Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education of the State of Louisiana, 1910-1911 
(Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones, printing company, 1912), p.
49.
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the State Superintendent of Education (1910) that the demand 
for trained teachers was so great that the State Normal 
School, large and excellent as it was, was not able to meet 
the demand. The demand was mostly in the rural areas of the 
State.114
According to Alleman, the purpose of the teachers' 
institutes and the summer normal schools was to provide a 
means of professional improvement for the vast majority of 
teachers who were not’especially prepared for their work.
He felt that teacher training schools were the ideal method 
to train teachers, but, until they were established, 
teachers' institutes and summer schools were the only ways 
to reach 85 per cent of the teachers of the country parishes.
Alleman believed that the one-week teachers' insti­
tutes laid the foundation for the progressive school system 
of 1911. He based his opinion on the fact that one-week 
institutes were started in 1885 and were held almost con­
tinuously until 1908. In 1909, it was necessary to abandon 
most of the one-week teachers' institutes because many of
H 4Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the Governor and the General Assembly, 
1908-1909 (Baton Rouge: The New Advocate, official journal,
1910), p. 55.
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the teachers of the State attended summer schools.
The monthly parish institute meetings were held in 
many parishes in 1909 and were attempting to do the work 
formerly done by one-week institutes, with the public lecture 
eliminated. In 1910, the legislature further strengthened 
the monthly parish institute meeting by making attendance 
of teachers compulsory. Alleman believed that teacher 
attendance at institutes had increased and that the quality 
of work at the monthly parish institutes had improved.
Alleman attributed some of this improvement to parish super­
intendents who were now required by law to be chosen from 
professionally qualified schoolmen.
Conductor Alleman stated in his institute report to 
the State Superintendent of Public Education in 1911 that 
the teaching corps of the State had improved rapidly within 
the previous decade, and, particularly in the previous four 
or five years, as a result of the institute work and the 
increased sunmer school program.
The term of summer school was twenty days until 1906 
when one of the Baton Rouge schools started a thirty-six-day 
summer school program. In 1909, the length of the summer 
school program was lengthened to fifty-four days for white 
teachers and thirty-six days for Negro teachers. According
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to Alleman, the increased summer school program gave teach­
ers an opportunity to do definite and intense work toward 
increasing teacher scholarship and professional development. 
The result of the longer summer school program for teachers 
was felt in the remotest rural districts where the quality 
of teaching was improving from year to year.H-*
Conductor Alleman stated that summer courses were 
planned with special reference to:-^
1. Enable teachers holding first-grade certifi­
cates, who wished to, to specialize in primary methods.
2. Enable high-school teachers to broaden their 
scholarship in subject matter of the high-school 
course, as well as in the method of presentation.
3. Enable high-school principals, who wished, to 
make a comprehensive study of school supervision and 
administration.
4. Enable superintendents to prepare profession­
ally for efficient supervision and administration, 
and for conducting institutes and summer schools.
5. Enable prospective institute instructors to 
prepare for work in the institutes of the State.
Alleman stated that State summer schools offered 
teachers having no other spare time than their summer
115Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education, 1910-1911, op. cit., pp. 48-52.
116lbid., p. 105.
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vacations excellent and, in many instances, unexcelled 
opportunities. Some of these opportunities were:
1. For systematic work and intensive study under 
scholarly specialists of all subjects taught in high 
schools, and all branches of pedagogy.
2. For taking advantage of the valuable equipment 
of Louisiana State University and Tulane University.
3. For obtaining valuable ideas and methods of 
teaching from instructors whose qualifications and 
experience warrant their speaking with authority on 
matters and method as applied to Louisiana's con­
ditions .
4. For obtaining the inspiration that comes from 
doing intensive work under the most favorable environ­
ments, and from contact with refined and cultured 
associates.
5. For acquiring new, wider, clearer, and more 
accurate conceptions of the possibilities of life 
and its duties.
6. For spending six to nine weeks amid surround­
ings as wholesome, invigorating and inspiring as can 
be found anywhere, with good accommodations at 
moderate cost.
7. For revealing your worth as a teacher to the 
men who recoimnend for positions and to school 
officials presently looking for better teachers and 
principals.
During the 1909-1910 school session an average of 
1,354 persons per month attended monthly parish institutes. 
In the same year, four hundred sixty teachers and three 
hundred forty-eight visitors attended eight one-week 
teachers' institutes. Teacher enrollment during 1909-1910
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
in nine summer schools was 3,142. In 1911, summer school 
enrollment increased eight hundred forty-eight. Monthly 
attendance at one- or two-day institutes increased 2,407 
in 1911.117
Conductor Alleman felt that the increased attendance 
of teachers at summer schools and institutes was one of the 
most hopeful signs for education in the S t a t e . T h e  
remotest rural school had been upgraded as a result of 
institute work and better training was being done in the 
rural schools of Louisiana than ever before. After serving 
as State Institute Conductor, L. J. Alleman served as Super­
intendent of Lafayette Parish Schools. He was appointed 
Director of Extension at Louisiana State Normal School in
1919, and from 1922 to 1927 he was Head of the Education 
119Department.
C. A. Ives
Mr. Ives served as the last State Institute Con­
ductor, 1912 to 1914. Prior to attaining the position of 
State Institute Conductor, Ives had served as Principal of
117Ibid., p. 52. H^Harris, 0£. cit., p. 167. 
H9pettiss, o£. cit., p. 90.
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Minden High School. He also held many other important 
positions in the schools of the State. Ives participated 
in numerous institutes and in the Chautauqua of Vienna.
Conductor Ives reported to the State Superintendent 
of Education that during the 1912-1913 school session nine 
State summer schools were held. Six summer schools for 
white teachers were in session for nine weeks with 3,454 
teachers enrolled. Three State summer schools for Negro
teachers were conducted for six weeks with an enrollment of
ionfour hundred sixty-seven.
During the 1913-1914 school session, four hundred 
twenty-five days of parish institutes were conducted for 
white teachers. Eighty-one per cent of the teachers in the 
parishes attended these one- or two-day institutes. There 
were sixty-eight fines imposed for non-attendance, these 
amounting to $356.50. Institute expenses for all purposes 
was $9,842.28.121
120Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education to the Governor and to the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana, 1911-1912 and 1912-1913 (Baton 
Rouge; Ramires-Jones, printing company, 1913), p. 36.
^-^Biennial Report of the State Super intendent of 
Public Education to the Governor and to the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana, 1913-1914 and 1914-1915 (Baton 
Rouge; Ramires-Jones, printing company, 1915), pp. 106-109.
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Ninety-one days of parish institutes were held in
the State for Negro teachers in the 1913-1914 school session;
74 per cent of the teachers attended the institutes. Three
fines were imposed for non-attendance, these amounting to
122$8.80. Institute expenses for all purposes was $113.43.
Ives related to the writer that institutes served 
the public and kindled the spirits of teachers. The DeSoto 
Parish Institute was a specific example cited by Ives where 
Instructor Nabors inspired teachers with lectures on agricul­
ture and nature study. Some of the teachers so inspired 
were Messrs. Cox, Pheshire, and Correy. Dr. Nabors taught 
agriculture in Kansas. Ives cited Professors Alby Smith and 
George Williamson as teachers whose personality had a pro­
found influence on students at the State Normal School and
123teachers at institutes.
State Superintendent of Education T. H. Harris (1908- 
1940) recommended in 1914 that the position of State Insti­
tute Conductor be abolished. The need for a State Institute
^•^Ibid., pp. 193-95.
^^C. a . Ives, interview, March 19, 1956, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
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Conductor had declined.124 _
According to Superintendent Harris, teachers1 insti­
tutes had evolved into two classes: (1) teachers1 associa­
tions, and (2) summer schools for teachers. Parish 
superintendents were now qualified to direct in-service 
training for teachers and summer schools were now held at 
state colleges. In the past, parish superintendents had 
been merely secretaries of the parish school boards and 
were unqualified, generally speaking, to direct the training 
of teachers. Parish superintendents were now required by law 




Martin G. Brumbaugh came to Louisiana through the 
efforts of Colonel T. D. Boyd, President of the State 
Normal School. President Boyd appointed Brumbaugh as Insti­
tute Manager in 1892-1893 session. Brumbaugh reported to
l ^ Biennial Report of the State Super intendent of 
Public Education to the Governor and to the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana, 1912-1913 (Baton Rouge: Ramires-
Jones, printing company, 1913), p. 52.
125t.oc. cit.
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Boyd that at Jena he met practically every teacher and 500 
parents. He felt that the institute work reached every 
home within fifteen miles of Jena. At the institute he 
made plain the need for organized secondary instruction.
The people were anxious to know their duties and they were 
cheerful in their response to any reasonable appeal. The 
response at the Jena meeting was a “grand surprise,** and 
the genuine interest in the support of public schools was 
the best he had encountered in Louisiana.^ 6  Brumbaugh was 
assisted by D. B. Showalter at Thibodaux, Plaquemine, and 
Jena. Brumbaugh assisted B. C. Caldwell at the following 
institutes in 1893: Baton Rouge, Opelousas, and Ruston.
Professor Brumbaugh was responsible for the migration of 
the following educators to Louisiana: J. E. Keeny, D. B.
Showalter, B. S. Landis, and R. L. Himes.*^7 Professor 
Brumbaugh possessed the ability to tell the story of public 
schools in an interesting and convincing manner.^ 8  
According to Harris, old citizens spoke of the great
•'•^B i e n n i a l  Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education, 1892-1893, op. cit., p. 40.
127-jhain, 0£. cit., p. 17.
• ^ B i e n n i a l  Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education, 1892-1893, loc. cit.
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addresses made at institutes by Professor Brumbaugh. Pro­
fessor Brumbaugh returned to Pennsylvania and became State 
Superintendent of Education, then President of Juniata 
College, and later Governor.^ 9  was also co-author of a
series of readers which were used in Louisiana. Brumbaugh's 
readers were removed from some Louisiana schools as a result 
of partisan and sectional bias. E. L. Stephens, Louisiana 
educator, recommended that the reader be restored because
Brumbaugh "practically" introduced teachers1 institutes
130and Summer Normal Schools in Louisiana.
D. B. Showalter I
D. B. Showalter, principal of Monroe City School,
and, later, Superintendent of Ascension and Rapides parishes,
131participated in institute work. He assisted J. B.
Aswell at institutes when the latter was State Institute 
conductor. When Aswell became State Superintendent,
129Letter from T. H. Harris to M. G. Brumbaugh, 
November 6, 1914, Philadelphia, Correspondence, Department 
of Archives, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge.
G. Brumbaugh offered to revise readers and 
expressed regrets to the State for any "double dealing." 
Letter to the editor, Times Democrat, Lafayette, Louisiana, 
April 7, 1909, E. L. Stephens papers.
13lBjennial Report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Education, 1892-1893, op. cit., p. 36.
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Showalter was made Institute Conductor for a series of 
institutes held at Crowley, Bastrop, Campti, Abbeville, and 
Napoleonville. Institute expenses at Crowley were $76.70 
and Superintendent Barry offered Conductor Showalter $75.00 
which he accepted. Expenses at Bastrop were $68.53 and 
Superintendent Harrington issued a check for $50.00 to 
Showalter without comment. Showalter reported to Aswell 
that he was "glad to get that much." Expenses at Campti 
were $74.00 and Superintendent Breazeale handed Showalter 
$75.00.
Conductor Showalter reported that good work was 
accomplished and excellent interest was noticeable. He 
stressed school legislation, bond issues, and attendance 
of teachers at State Teachers’ Association meetings in 
addition to the regular institute work. Special stress was
given during these institutes to the million-dollar State
132bond issue for school purposes in 1904. J
Bruce S. Landis
Bruce S. Landis came to Louisiana through the efforts
132Letter from D. B. Showalter to Superintendent J.
B. Aswell, September 21, 1904, Jennings, Louisiana, Corres­
pondence, Department of Archives, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge.
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1 ooof Martin Brumbaugh and participated in institute work.
He taught at Cheneyville and Lake Charles, and was also 
Principal of Winnsboro High School. He served as President 
of the State School Association and was a member of the 
Franklin Parish School Board; later, he became a successful 
banker. In June, 1897, Landis and J. E. Keeny conducted an 
institute at Lake Charles, Louisiana. As a member of the 
Franklin Parish School Board, Landis attended teachers' 
institutes in 1919.
Agnes Morris
Miss Morris was a significant figure in Louisiana's 
educational history. She was a member of the State Normal 
School's faculty from 1892 to 1910 and was later employed 
by the Louisiana State Board of Health. As Director of 
Child Hygiene, Miss Morris "opened the eyes of the public" 
to the necessity of safeguarding the physical condition of 
children. She participated in many teachers' institutes and, 
because of her indefatigable energy and unfailing sympathy,
i a  /
she proved herself an outstanding teacher. Miss Morris 
133i;hain, loc. cit.
134i*Fiftieth Anniversary of the Legislature Estab­
lishing the Louisiana State Normal College," o£. cit., p.
131.
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served as Institute Conductor at Colfax and Denham Springs 
in 1897.
In June, 1904, she served as an assistant institute 
conductor to C. E. Byrd at Amite City and in July, 1904, 
she assisted L. J. Alleman with institute work at Lafayette, 
Louisiana. In September, 1904, she again assisted Alleman 
at St. Martinville. Miss Morris assisted D. B. Showalter, 
Institute Conductor, at Alexandria in September, 1910.
Bessie Virginia Russell
Miss Russell was a member of the State Normal School's 
faculty from 1890 to 1913. She graduated from the State 
Normal School in 1889 and taught in the primary field of 
the training school of the institution.^ 5  During the 1892- 
1893 school session, Miss Russell assisted Institute Manager 
Caldwell at Crowley, Opelousas, and Ruston. Miss Russell 
participated in Chautauqua work and was elected President 
of the Louisiana State Normal Alumni Association in 1894.
Edwin Lewis Stephens
Dr. Stephens received an A.B. degree from Louisiana 
State University in 1892, a Pd.M. degree in 1897, and a Pd.D.
135pettiss, o£. cit., p. 95.
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1 ̂ 6degree in 1899 from New York University. He was a member 
of Louisiana State Normal School's faculty from 1892 to 1896. 
Professor Stephens participated in institute work at the 
following places: New Roads, 1895; St. Francisville, 1896;
Ruston, 1897; Fort Jesup, 1897; Marksville, 1898; and 
Alexandria, 1899. In 1890, he taught chemistry and physics 
at the Boys High School in New Orleans and the following 
year he was appointed President of Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute. President Stephens taught at the Summer School 
of the South in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1908, and from 1905 
to 1908 he was editor of the Louisiana School Review.*-37
Several types of institute organizations and programs 
developed as a result of the influence of the faculty of the 
State Normal School and special lecturers. One-day insti­
tutes, one-week institutes, and summer normals are the types 
of teachers' institutes discussed in the following chapter.
3-3̂ Southwestern Louisiana Institute Catalogue, 1925, 
p. 1010. E. L. Stephens received the Helen M. Gould Scholar­
ship at New York University for study in the School of 
Pedagogy in 1897. In the summer of 1897 and 1898 he served 
as Professor of Education at Louisiana State University.
3-37Editorial in the Daily Picayune, June 22, 1900.
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CHAPTER III
TYPES OF INSTITUTES HELD IN LOUISIANA 
ORGANIZATION OF TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES
In 1884, the General Assembly of Louisiana authorized 
two-week institutes conducted by the faculty of the Louisi­
ana State Normal School. Legislative action amended the act 
pertaining to institute work in 1886 and stipulated that a 
series of institutes were to be held in different parts of 
the State for a period of six weeks.'*' In 1888, the State 
Board of Public Education was authorized to order institutes 
other than those held during the six weeks’ period. Under 
special laws, institutes could be held any time between the 
first day of April and the first day of October. Special 
institutes were not to be held longer than four days and 
teachers were to be paid their regular salaries if they 
attended full time. If teachers were absent without an 
acceptable excuse, they forfeited two days’ pay. School
Âcts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1886 (Baton Rouge: Leon
Jastremski, state printer, 1886), p. 102.
109
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laws and all subjects in common schools were to be discussed 
at state institutes.
Also, parish superintendents were empowered to devote '
the first Saturday of each month during the regular session
to institutes. Three hours constituted a legal session of
one institute. "Advancement of public schools" and "teaching
methods" constituted the programs. Teachers were notified
by the parish superintendent as to the time and place of the
institutes. If a teacher was absent without a proper excuse,
he forfeited one day's pay, and, if the superintendent failed
to hold an institute, unless he had an adequate excuse, he
forfeited five dollars of his salary. Forfeitures of pay
were deposited in the parish institute fund. School
officers, members of parish school boards, and citizens of
good moral character were eligible to become active or
honorary members, but all members were subject to all rules
2and regulations of the institute.
In 1894 the General Assembly granted the State Super­
intendent and the President of the State Normal School the 
authority to hold twenty weeks of institute work in the
2Acts and Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1888 (New 
Orleans; Leon Jastremski, state printer, 1888), Act 81,
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several parishes. They were to prescribe the order and 
character of the program while the parish superintendent was 
to make all necessary arrangements with the advice of the 
State Superintendent and the President of the State Normal 
School. The parish superintendent was to do all within his 
power to make state institutes a success. Teachers were 
given a thirty-day notice of the time and place of the insti­
tutes. These institutes were designed to make teachers more 
efficient and to awaken a deeper public interest in public 
schools. Teachers who were absent without suitable excuses 
forfeited their teaching certificates and lost their 
positions. Certificates of attendance were awarded to those 
teachers who attended the full institute program. Teachers 
were allowed to visit state institutes in adjacent areas
providing no State institute was held in their immediate 
3areas.
Summer normals were established in 1902 and their 
course of study extended over a period of at least four 
weeks. Teacher attendance at normal schools was voluntary; 
and, by 1904 attendance and satisfactory work entitled 
teachers to certificates of attendance which allowed them an
Âcts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1894 (Baton Rouge; Advo­
cate Office, 1894), pp. 72-73.
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extension of their teacher certificates. Teachers with 
First Grade Certificates were entitled to an extension of 
one year; Second Grade Certificates were extended six months, 
while Third Grade Certificate holders were allowed 10 per 
cent on the teaching examination for the Second Grade 
Certificate and 15 per cent on the examination for the First 
Grade Certificate,
By 1909, one-week State institutes were held in prac­
tically every parish and it was the opinion of the State 
Superintendent that the purposes and methods of institutes 
were understood by parish superintendents; therefore, one- 
week State institutes were no longer needed on a State 
level. Parish superintendents were able to conduct local 
institutes while State supervised summer normals were 
intensified. Summer normals extended their course of study 
to nine weeks. Certificates of credit were issued in 1910 
as illustrated in Plate 9 of the Appendix. In 1922, the 
Legislature stipulated that parish school boards were to 
conduct and provide for what institutes they deemed necessary. 
The State Board of Education was to adopt annually suitable 
professional books and to provide rules and regulations
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governing institutes
The general organization of institutes included a 
series of lessons in the several subjects taught in the 
schools, illustrations of good methods of presentation of 
material, review, lectures, and conferences. Night meet­
ings were held periodically to foster public relations. 
Lectures, discussions, and entertainment were usually on 
the program for the night sessions. In both day and night 
sessions, teacher and lay participation in programs was 
encouraged. Several programs selected to illustrate the 
types of programs conducted throughout the State follow.
TYPICAL INSTITUTE PROGRAMS
5One-Day Institute
A one-day teachers’ institute was held in Campti,
March 31, 1890 with the following program:
Morning Session--10:30 A.M.
I. Song   Young Ladies
II, Aim of the Teachers’
Institutes...............Mr. L. Greneaux
^Act Passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana at the Regular Session, 1894, loc. cit.
5»*Teachers' Institute Program, Campti, Louisiana" 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, Department of
Archives, E, L« Stephens Papers, 1890), March 31, 1890.
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Schools . . . . . . .
Relations of School
• • Miss Doris Atkins
VII.
and Community . . . .  
Business, Roll Call, 
Reading of Minutes, 
Election of Officers




Song. . . .  ..........
The Old and New
Miss Raphiel
Methods ........... Mr. Leon Greneaux
III. Proverbs, 19:22 . . . . • ♦ Mr. R. L. Himes
Evening Session--7: 30 P.M.
I. Chorus............... Young Gentlemen
II.
III.
Recitation. . . . . . .
Needs of Public Schools
o • Miss Bessie Smith
in Louisiana. . . . . Superintendent N. 
T. Smith
IV. Recitation........... Miss Edna Perot
V. Song. . . ............ Young Ladies and 
Gentlemen






Institute Program for Negro** Schools 
In West Feliciana Parish
The following program was presented to teachers and 
patrons in West Feliciana Parish on January 21, 1921.
^'Teachers' Institute Program for Negro Schools in 
West Feliciana Parish” (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University, Department of Archives, Programs, Box 39), 
January 21, 1921.
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10:00-10:15 . . . . Opening exercises
10:15 - 10:30 . . . .  Roll Cal---Teachers responded
with an educational maxim 
10:30 - 11:00 . . . .  Model Recitation in Arithmetic 
11:00 - 11:30 . . . . Inspirational Talk By Dr. 0.
D. Brooks
11:30 - 12:00 . . . .  Suggestions of Improvements in
Rural Schools by Mrs. M. A. 
Ringgold
12:00-12:30 . . . . Teacher Problems and Some
Remedies by Supt. Harris 
12:30 - 1:00 . . .  . Model Lesson in Story Telling
by Mrs. E. Hargrave 
1:00 - 1:40 . . . .  Recess
1:40 - 2:10 . . .  . What Teachers Should do to
Advance in the Profession by 
Professor J. S. Jones 
2:10 - 2:40 . . .  . The Teacher as a Leader in the
Community by Mr. J. E. 
Ringgold
2:40 - 3:10 . . .  . Cooperation of Teachers with
Farm Demonstration and Club 
Work by Mr. T, J. Jordan 
3:10 - 3:40 . . .  . Reports on Conditions of
Mental Growth of Pupils 
3:40 - 4:00 . . .  . Announcements, Adjournment
Franklin Parish Teachers * Institute^
Franklin Parish held a teachers' institute on Septem­
ber 10-12, 1919. Parish Superintendent John L. McDuff 
conducted the program. McDuff extended a cordial welcome to 
the participants and especially to the local citizens who 
attended. He appealed to teachers to share their ideas on
^"Franklin Parish Teachers' Institute” (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University, Department of Archives, 
Programs, Box 39), September 10-12, 1919.
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education in order that all could profit.
Aiding the program were Charles F. Trudeau, Assistant 
State High School Inspector; Mr. J. E. Lombard, Director of 
Physical Education; Miss Helbing, State Supervisor of Home 
Economics; and Miss Margaret Graham, specialist in primary 
work.
The president and vice-president of the school board,
Dr. H. B. Womble and James M. King, respectively, were also
present. The Parish Supervisor and the Executive Committee
of the parish institute participated in the work. The
following program was presented:
Wednesday, September 10 
10:00 A.M.
Invocation..................... Reverend S. D. Howard
Institute Work  ............Mr. Charles F. Trudeau
Recommendations for
Institutes................... All Teachers
Enrollment of Teachers......... Miss Jessie Redfield,
Secretary
Why I Should be a Strong
Teacher  ................All Teachers
1:30 P.M.
Roll Call
First Day of School.......... . Miss Lillie M. Blume
Address--Physical Education . 
Some Rural School Problems. . 
Advantage of Athletics. . . . 
Needs of Better Homes . . . .  
Choice Reading for Libraries. 
Adjournment
Prof. J. E. Lombard 
Mr. E. D. Perkins 
Mr. E. D. Perkins 
Miss Helbing 
Miss Margaret Graham
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Thursday, September 11 
9:30 A.M.
Roll Call
Teachers Community Activities 
School Improvement Clubs. . .
Stories for Primary ........
Model Lesson in Story Telling
(2nd Grade) ..............
Round Table Discussion. . . . 
Adjournment for Noon
All Answer with an Educa­
tional Quotation 
Rev. B. F. Wallace 
Miss L. M, Thom 
Miss Margaret Graham




Relation of School to Parish
Fair.............
Louisiana Compulsory School
L a w ...................   .
Program for a One-Room School 
How to Prevent Tardiness. . . 
Vocational School Work. . , . 
Relation of School to Home. . 
Adjournment
Mr. W. A. Givens
. Hon. W. H. Thompson 
. Miss Edna Grayson 
. Miss Russie King 
. S. W. Houston 
. Miss Helbing
Friday, September 12 
9:30 A.M.
Roll Call................. Respond with Quotation t
All Teachers 
. Miss Maggie Smith 
. Prof. J. E. Lombard 
. Miss Vernon Cameron 
. C. B. Griffis 
. Mrs. G, A. Newcomer 
. Dr. H. B. Womble
Opening Exercises . . . . . .
Games and Their Value . . . .
Home Study for Pupils . . . .
Opportunities of a Teacher. . 
Necessity of Pupils' Reports, 




School Exhibitions, Miss Irene Welch
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Benefit of School Journals.........Mrs. Fannie Mae
Trousdale
Registers, Reports, etc., 
given to Teachers 
Adj ournment
Q
Program for One-Week Institutes 
(Model Prepared by Institute Gonductor)
One-week institutes were planned to interest the 
entire community in education and to inculcate an apprecia­
tion of the need for better schools to serve the populace. 
Teachers and school officials who attended would develop 
professional zeal and would come to a better understanding 
of the need for a broader scope of educational services for 
students and patrons. The school should be the "center of 
light and life in the community," where opportunities of 
citizenship could be demonstrated for the benefit of their 
children.
Program for Monday 
10:00 A.M.
I. Opening Exercises
1. Preliminaries Suggested by the Local
Authorities
2. Parish Superintendent's Remarks
®Board of Institute Managers, State Teachers' One- 
Week Institute (Baton Rouge: The State Publishing Co.,
1906), pp. 5-34.
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3. Remarks by the Institute Instructors
II. Recess (10 minutes)
III. School Libraries
1. Purposes of the Library
2. What Books are to be Purchased
3. How to use the Library 
IV. Business of the Public School
V. Noon 
VI. School Gardens
1. How to Make a School Garden





II. Second Grade Reading Recitation 
III. First Grade Language Recitation 
IV. Third Grade Arithmetic Recitation 
V. Recess
VI. Fourth and Fifth Grades Reading and Literature 
Recitation 
VII. Second Grade Arithmetic Recitation 
VIII. Noon
IX. First Grade Reading Recitation




I. Opening Exercises— ”The Use of Story Material” 
II, First Grade Number Recitation




2. A Suggested Course of Work
VI. Fourth and Fifth Grade History and Geography 
Recitation
VII. Nature Study--School Gardens
VIII. Noon
IX. Third Grade Spelling Recitation
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X. “Critical Moments" in the Day's Work 
XI. Local Problems
Suggestions on the Program for Thursday
1. The program should be interspersed with music 
and such other features as are possible and desirable.
2. Whether there are many patrons and directors 
present or not, carry out this program. It will be 
of value to the teachers as well as to others.
3. The subjects outlined may be given as talks 
by the instructors, or given by them as discussions 
in which the entire crowd may participate.
4. This is not a day primarily for entertainment. 
Earnest work should be done resulting in inspiration 
and instruction to all, and in a more cordial rela­
tion between teachers, patrons, and school officials.
5. A special effort should be made, during the 
previous three days of the institute, to get patrons 
and directors present today.
Program for Thursday 
Patrons' and Directors' Day
I. Opening Exercises--"The Use of Story Material" 
(continued)
II. Address by Parish Superintendent
III. Consolidation and Transportation
IV. Intermission
V, School Libraries--"Where a Library Should be 
Placed"
VI. What School Directors May do to Arouse Interest 
in the Rural Schools
VII. Noon
VIII. Home and School
IX. Misunderstanding Between Patrons and Teachers
X. Illustrative Lesson
XI. Local Problems (Discussed by Patrons and Direc ors) 
Note: Exercises Should be Interspersed with Music,
Drills, etc.




II. How to Find Words in the Dictionary
III. School Gardens--Practical Demonstrations
IV. Formal Discipline
V. Recess
VI. Problems of the Backward Pupil
VII. Duties of the Teacher Outside of the Schoolroom.
VIII. Recess
IX. What I Expect to do as a Result of my Week's 
Work in this Institute
X. Closing Remarks by the Parish Superintendent
XI. Closing Remarks by Instructors
A typical program for a one-week teachers' institute 
which followed the recommendations of the State Institute 
Conductor's model was held in Calcasieu Parish during the 
1922-23 school session.
Outline for Calcasieu Parish Teachers'
Institute, 1922-23 School Session^
Four Days of Institute Work
(If only a two-day institute is held at the 
beginning of the school session the outline 
for the remaining days will furnish material 
for teachers' meetings during the session.)
Purposes of the Institute
A. Social and professional meeting
B. Demonstration lessons and discussion
^Tentative Program for Colored Teachers' Institutes 
in the State of Louisiana (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University, Department of Archives, Program, Box 39), 1922 
1923.
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C. To acquaint the teachers with the following:
1. State and parish policies
2. Courses of study
3. New adoption of textbooks
4. Need for emphasis upon instruction in funda­
mental branches




2. Quotations from the Bible by teachers
3. Remarks by Conductor
4. Silent Reading, Reference Chapter IX, Woofter‘s
“Teaching in Rural Schools" 
a. Demonstration lesson in silent reading by 
a teacher, reference, Chapter IV, 
Watkins
Afternoon Session





2. Demonstration lesson in spelling by a teacher
(See course of study and adopted text in 
spelling)
3. First day of school
a. Discussion--by institute conductor
Second Day 
Forenoon Session
1. Song— Plantation Melody
2. A brief stimulating talk for inspiration--
conductor
3. Course of study
a. Real purposes of the course study
b. How the course of study helps the teacher
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c. Proper interpretation of the course of
study
d. Adopt the course of study to child's
environment
4. Demonstration lesson in geography by a teacher 




2. Simple physical exercise
3. Demonstration lesson in silent reading
Third Day
Forenoon Session
1. Demonstration, oral language lesson involving 
a problem in nature study
Afternoon Session
1. New textbooks--arithmetic, reading, geography,
hygiene, and civics




2. Model lesson in silent reading in the fourth
grade
3. Study period
a. What study means
b. Conditions for study
c. Stimulation interest in learning
Afternoon Session
1. Demonstration in physiology, hygiene, and
sanitation
2. Call for brief reports from all teachers
3. Closing exercise
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One-week institutes, such as the Calcasieu Parish 
Teachers’ Institute, were more beneficial to the teachers 
than one-day institutes because of the time element and 
the resource personnel. These institutes were able to 
present educational issues to the public and to explore 
all courses taught in school. Teachers observed demonstra­
tion lessons and were encouraged toward professional growth.
Professional growth was further encouraged by summer 
normals where course work for teachers caused a gradual 
upgrading of teachers until higher institutions of learning 
incorporated education courses into their regular curricu­
lum.^ with the advancement of state colleges and in- 
service programs the gradual decline of the institutes was 
inevitable.
THE INSTITUTE MOVEMENT IN ITS LATER PHASES
State Institute Conductors vigorously directed state 
institutes until 1914, at which time the Parish Superinten­
dents of Public Education assumed the responsibility for 
conducting parish institutes and State institutions of
lOcuy C. Mitchell, "Growth of State Control of Public 
Education" (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1942), pp. 280-84.
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higher learning began to conduct summer normal institutes
With parish superintendents directing teachers' 
institutes at the local level and with summer normal schools, 
which were conducted on the campuses of state institutions 
of higher learning, the need for State-sponsored teachers' 
institutes declined and the Institute Conductor's duties 
began to wane. The last official State Institute Conductor 
was C. A. Ives. When his position was terminated in 1914, 
summer normal schools were organized and directed by summer 
school managers.
Summer normal schools followed a prescribed course 
of study and legislative action stipulated that the course 
should not convene for less than four weeks. Managers of 
summer schools were empowered to issue certificates of 
attendance which carried certain preferential power when 
teachers applied for positions in the several parishes.
In 1915, C. A. Ives was appointed State High School 
Inspector and John R. Conniff, Chairman of the State 
Teachers' Examining Committee, performed the necessary 
institute duties. During this year six summer schools were 
held for white teachers and three for Negro teachers.
•^Ibid., p. 284.
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Summer schools were conducted at the following places for 
white teachers: Louisiana State Normal School, Louisiana
Industrial Institute, Southwestern Louisiana Industrial 
Institute, Tulane, and Franklin. For Negro teachers summer 
schools were held at Shreveport, Alexandria, and Southern 
University.
Teachers' interest in professional growth continued 
as indicated by enrollment figures of the State Department 
of Education-sponsored summer schools on college campuses 
during the 1919-1920 school session. Seven white summer 
schools had an enrollment of 4,168 teachers and prospective
teachers. The locations of the State Summer Schools and
12their enrollments were:
School Enrollment
Louisiana State University .............  ........ 585
Louisiana State Normal School. 910
Louisiana Industrial Institute ...................  508
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute. . . . . 440
Florida Parishes Summer School . .......... . . . .  142
Loyola University. . .............................  800*
Tulane University of Louisiana ................... 783
Total...............    4,168
^Estimated
^ Public School Situation in Louisiana (Vol. I of the 
Biennial Report, State Superintendent T. H. Harris. Baton 
Rouge: State Department, 1919-1920), p. 44.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
127
Seven parish training schools and thirty-two State
summer schools for Negro teachers were held during the same
session. The locations of summer schools and their enroll-
13ments were as follows:
Allen Parish Summer School...........  16
Baton Rouge, E., Parish Summer School. . . . . . .  48
Baton Rouge, W., Parish Summer School............  22
Beauregard Parish Summer School.     . 43
Bienville Parish Summer School . . . . .  ........ 33
Caddo Parish Summer School ...........  83
Carroll, E., Parish Summer School...............  37
Claiborne Parish Summer School .................  56
Concordia Parish Summer School . . .............. 23
DeSoto Parish Summer School...........   24
Franklin Parish Summer School...........   31
Iberia Parish Summer School.....................   53
Lincoln Parish Summer School ...................  28
Madison Parish Summer School ...................  35
Morehouse Parish Summer School .................  17
Natchitoches Parish Summer School................ 39
Orleans Parish Summer School .............  . . .  201
Ouachita Parish Summer School. . . . . . . . . . .  96
Rapides Parish Summer School .  .........   109
Red River Parish Summer School .................  23
Richland Parish Summer School...................  29
Sabine Parish Summer School.....................  24
St. Landry Parish Slimmer School.  .......... 54
St. Tammany Parish Summer School  ........ 21
Tangipahoa Parish Summer School. ...............  41
Union Parish Summer School . • .  ...........   . 31
Washington Parish Summer School...........   34
Webster Parish Summer School .......... . . . . .  33
Winn Parish Summer School...............   40
Southern University Summer School...............  95
Southern University Rosenwald Simmer School. . . .  45 s
Shreveport. Rosenwald Summer School.............. 29
Total...............   1,593
--Ibid., pp. 18-19.
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Extension services, workshops, summer schools, con­
ventions, conferences, and other educational meetings caused 
the “institutes,” as they were known, to disappear. Insti­
tutes formed a significant landmark, however, in the long 
educational struggle for free public schools* Through the 
institutes many of the leading educators of Louisiana made 
their influence felt upon the schools of the State.^
The institutes, whieh began as protracted meetings of 
school workers and as educational revivals, flourished into 
one of the most powerful educational agencies that influ­
enced the populace in the small towns and rural areas as to 
the benefits of public education. The idea of in-service 
training for teachers became so firmly established through 
the institute movement that the same procedures used in the 
institutes are being used today for in-service training of 
teachers through extension services, workshops, summer 
schools, conventions, conferences, and other educational 
meetings.
^George K. Cressman and Harold W. Benda, Public 
Education in America (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
Inc., 1956), p. 42.
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Baton Rouge, La.,— Qos *6, isufi *___ 19-
The moral and intellectual qualifications of
        _  __
as a teacher of Youth hatting been established by testimonials and a duly 
approved diploma as herebelow set forth,
A (flfrtifiratf of %  Stoat ®raito
is hereby granted utithjjcense to teach in the Public Schools o f the State 
of Louisiana'for a period o f FIVE Y E A R S  from dais hereof.
Jteaa w f t J > i tb a  H o rn  BoonoBic Scwm *.
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Baton Rouge, La.,— ---1 9 —
The moral and intellectual qualifications of
L .  R. Tarmor
as a teacher o f Youth having been established by testimonials and satis­
factory examinatidn as herebelow set forth,
A fetifoafr of %  fhmfoi&ntot
\ y
is hereby granted with License to teach in the Public Schools of the State 
of Louisiana for a period of T H R E E  Y E A R S  from date hereof.
" g • - */ y<S *' *' ■' ** . - . / ' ' -r̂rr**f y; y* , "T /*•>
,~y~
0(1.
"y  K u *%
- fc + " . '
AVERAGE FEE CBfflTNADB ON ESAMNATION* .  ̂ ^  ^  V j ,
J tC B B M  -54.... H B TV R Y  ANDO O NSTt. ; VHYSIO IO GY  JW> \
jntmuamc   aa m m erip u ip m tJZ ^  J S g ?  ;  /  ;■V‘
GHAMMAR..........................- 51- POLITICAL CEOCHAPHY _34_ THBOtty jW D  A x r’ ’̂  -I
P6njiianshfJ> ’ ■ s
ACamkr</#eMba B m e tifi*Sim m rS thdG nO k . , . . . JL_L ,- ,~r
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Baton Rouge, La., - . 19
The moral and intellectual qualifications of
as a teacher of Youth, having been established by testimonials and satis­
factory examination as herebelow set forth,
A (Errtiftrai? of %  ©ijirft (graft?
is hereby granted with License to teach in the Public Schools of the State 
of Louisiana for a period of O N E  Y E A R  from date hereof.
ARITHMETIC . . . .
GRAMMAR AND COMPO­
SITION ...........
Slumber of potnb allowed fo r Sommer School CnJb 
Total mimbcr p f potnb alltmed fo r thk Ccrf&eet*
AVEKAGE FEB C8NT MADE ON EXAMINATIONS:
HISTORY AND CQNSTI- PHYSIOLOGY AND
T irtlO N  OP LOUISIANA HYGIENE . . . .  .........
GEOGRAPHY...................__UJ_ S P E LLIN G ....................
THEORY AND ART .
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PLATE VII




Baton Rouge, La., ^ f , \ 9 y -^
The moral and intellectual qualifications of
as a teacher of Youth having been stablished by testimonials and satis­
factory examination as herebelou) set forth,
A (Umitmttp of %  Spwtai Jirot Srabp
is hereby granted with License to- teach in the Public Schools o f the State 
of Louisiana for a period of FIVE Y E A R S  from date hereof.
^  ..Chairman State Teachers Examining Committed̂ r 1 Siaie Superintendent o f  Public Education.
ISSUED ON ACCOUNT OF
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PLATE VXXI
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
» « » " * * * «
Conditional $igi) &cf)ool Certificate
$aton ftouge, la ., July 12, 1917* - _____
JJp birtue of tfje fact tfjot
Cheima iT onch
[ |  bas been bulp crebiteb toitb batoing earned - #«xty-thr»« i /£  college hours.
9  Conditional $igb ftcbool Certificate
is berebp granted toitb license to teacb bigb school subjects in the fttate flpprobed 
Ibigb Schools of tbe fin ate of louisiana.probibeb that the bolder of tins certificate 
shall earn bp attendance upon summer schools or otherwise college credits satis­
fying the requirements of the fibtate Jfioarb of education goherning the qualifi­
cations of high school teachers,:
MINIMUM COLLEGE HOURS REQUIRED 
OF HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
SESSIONS RATING
1910-17.........   M  Collet* Horn*
1917-I  S.............................................48 ••
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PLATE IX
from June 8,1914, to Jtdy=&Br1914, and that
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VITA
The writer was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 
September 5, 1921. He attended F. T. Howard Elementary 
School and S. J. Peters High School in New Orleans. His 
college education was interrupted by World War II. He 
graduated from Officers' Candidate School at Fort Banning, 
Georgia, and served as an infantry officer in some of the 
European campaigns. He received a B.S. degree from 
Louisiana State University in 1947 and an M.A. degree in 
1950 from, the same university. From February, 1947 to May, 
1950, he was a member of the faculty of Sulphur High School. 
He became principal of Maplewood Junior High School in 
September, 1950, which position he holds at the present 
time.
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